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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 5: Going Home 

Sermon Title: There’s No Place like Home 
Passage: Genesis 31:2-16 

 

 

Connection to the Passage 
 

Having served Laban for twenty years, Jacob found himself at odds with his father-in-law. Jacob 

heard of the growing animosity of the men of Laban’s house as they accused him of stealing a 

portion of their inheritance (Gen. 31:1). It is now time for Jacob to return home. He entered 

Laban’s fields with nothing save the stolen birthright of Esau, and he now leaves Laban’s lands 

with a family and great wealth.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

God is a faithful and true God. He is true to His people even when they are not true to Him. 

Jacob continually discovered that God was providentially leading and overseeing his life. Jacob 

was learning of God’s abiding presence, lavish blessings, and clear instruction for each step of 

the way. We, too, can trust God, even in the most difficult of circumstances. 

 

Outline 
 

1. Jacob’s Problem (31:1-2) 

a. The men of Laban’s house believed that Jacob had taken from them what was 

rightfully theirs. Further, they thought Jacob’s wealth was ill-gotten. 

b. Jacob had a problem with Laban as well. Laban once regarded Jacob with great favor 

(Gen. 29:13-14), but he now held him in derision. 

c. God is aware of our circumstances and challenges. Nothing surprises God. He is ever-

present in and over whatever we face. He was with Jacob and He is with us. 

 

2. There’s No Place Like Home (31:3a) 

a. What do people do when they find themselves in trouble? They often head home. 

b. God sends Jacob home, to the place of his beginning. 

c. Places are important to God. We serve Him in and from various places. Each place is 

different, with differing challenges and blessings.  

d. What is most important is not just the places we are called to or from, but the God 

who is at work in those places.  

e. We are to never idolize places, but we are to see God’s purposes in the places in 

which we live and serve Him. 

 

3. There’s Nothing Like God Presence (31:3b) 

a. There’s no place like home and there’s nothing better than God’s presence. 

b. God sends Jacob home with this promise of His presence. 

c. This is one of the most consistent promises in all of Scripture, said in multiple ways 

in a variety of settings and situations, both good and bad. 

d. If God is with us, whom should we fear? 
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4. There’s Nothing Like God’s Blessings (31:4-16a) 

a. God blesses us in unusual ways. 

b. God gave Jacob wealth not by stealth, but by blessing Jacob’s herds and making them 

more productive than Laban’s. What Laban thought was Jacob’s deception was 

actually God’s blessings. 

c. While others may question God’s blessings both physically and spiritually, we can 

humbly think Him for His provisions and favor. 

 

5. There’s Nothing Like Obedience to God (31:16b) 

a. When Jacob explained to Rachel and Leah their father’s animosity toward him and 

how it was God who had blessed him, they encouraged him to do whatever God had 

commanded him to do. 

b. To obey is better than sacrifice (1 Sam. 15:22). 

c. God is honored through our obedience. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Our sovereign God is the One who oversees our days and directs our paths. He is the One who 

determines the boundaries of our existence (Acts 17:26), yet we are called to hear His voice and 

obey His commands. It is within God’s providential care that we experience His presence, 

protection, provision, and promises. It is within our daily living that we are to obey His call. We 

will always know His presence and power as we obey God no matter where He sends us. 
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