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Sermon Series 
Supports Session 4: A Promise Kept 

Sermon Title: The Power of a Promise Keeping God 
Passage: Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
Connection to the Passage 
 
God promised of raise up a holy nation that would touch all people (Gen. 12 & 15). That promise 
came to pass through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Lord 
before whom all people will bow down (Gen. 27:29). Jesus is the Lord over all the family of God 
(Gen. 28:14). And Jesus is the One who will rule over His people with a scepter, with humility, 
and sacrifice (Gen. 49:8-12).  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Promise keepers are valued in our world. We want to live next to trusted neighbors. We expect 
our coworkers and employer to keep promises made. We expect ourselves to keep promises 
made to others and to ourselves.  
 
God’s faithfulness to Himself, to His promises, and to His people is consummated in the birth of 
Jesus Christ. The prophets foretold of a coming Messiah who would create a people from all 
nations among whom and in whom God would live and work. God does this work in a 
remarkable way. He selected a young virgin the bear the Son of God.  
 
Outline 
 
1. A Remarkable Greeting (1:26-29) 

a. When Mary’s relative was in her sixth month of pregnancy with John the Baptist, 
God sent the angel Gabriel to announce to Mary her role in the coming of the 
Messiah. 

b. Mary is engaged to Joseph and remained morally pure. 
c. Gabriel greeted Mary by reminding her that God chose her and that God was with 

her. 
d. As is the pattern of God in salvation, He takes the initiative in bringing about the 

redemption of His creation. 
e. God used a remarkable angel to make a remarkable announcement about a 

remarkable Savior. 
 

2. A Remarkable Promise (1:30-33) 
a. Gabriel anticipated Mary’s response and reminded her to not be troubled because 

whatever God was calling her to do God would be with her. 
b. All the past promises of God – a Davidic throne among God’s people and a kingdom 

that will reign forever – are found in the person of Jesus Christ. 
c. No wonder Mary is stunned at this greeting. 
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3. A Remarkable Explanation (1:34-37) 
a. In many ways, Mary is no different than us. She asks how it is possible of her to give 

birth without having been with Joseph in an intimate way. 
b. This leads Gabriel to give a remarkable explanation. What will happen in and through 

Mary will not be based upon her holiness or power, but on the Holy Spirit who will 
cause her to conceive and bear a child.  

c. The angel was clear – what is impossible with man is possible with God. God is able 
to cause a virgin to bear a son without the aid of a human father. And God is able to 
keep His promises to His people in the most remarkable ways. 
 

4. A Remarkable Response (1:38) 
a. Mary responded with a servant attitude and with a humble disposition. She did not 

argue with God or demand answers to every question she may have had. Instead, she 
humbly surrendered herself to God’s purposes. 

b. God is looking for people who are willing to surrender to God’s power and purposes 
without contention or question. God blesses this kind of remarkable commitment. 

 
Conclusion 
 
We serve and love a remarkable God who acts in remarkable ways. Whatever God does is never 
boring or simple. God has at His disposal every means available to accomplish His purposes. If 
He chooses to use a young maiden to introduce the Messiah into the world, He can do so even if 
that method seems remarkable and unexpected.  
 
And what does God require of us? God does not need advice when it comes to His purposes. 
God is looking for people who are willing to see the remarkable purposes of God as an 
opportunity to humbly surrender to God’s will.  
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