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Genesis Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: The Family? 

Sermon Title: Imperfect People, Imperfect Families, 
Perfect God 

Passage: Genesis 29:16-30 

 

Connection to the Passage 
 

God’s use of imperfect people in accomplishing His perfect plan demonstrates God’s great grace 

and mercy. Jacob’s interactions with Laban and his marriage to Laban’s daughters demonstrate 

that God works through imperfect families to accomplish His perfect purpose. The deception of 

men does not overrule the providential plans of God. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Many people research their family tree, looking for connections to famous relatives, in hope of 

gaining a better understanding of who they are, for health reasons, and for a variety of other 

reasons. In the process, some find infamous relatives and surprises that add to the story. When 

we look at the family tree of the tribes of Israel that eventually leads us to Jesus, we find a few 

surprises as well. The beginning of this family is filled with deception, conniving, and conflict. 

In spite of that, God used imperfect people to bring about His redemptive plan. 

 

Outline 
 

1. A Marriage Proposal (29:16-20) 

a. Sent away to find a wife among Rebekah’s people, Jacob is smitten with Rachel’s 

beauty and grace (29:9-15).  

b. Laban proposed that Jacob work for seven years for the hand of Rachel in marriage.  

c. Jacob’s eagerness to enter into this kind of agreement was not unusual since most 

marriages required a dowry of some type.  

d. Jacob’s willingness to work for the right to marry Rachel points to the value of 

marriage and the commitment required. 

 

2. A Deceptive Marriage (29:21-24) 

a. Deception was brewing in the family. Laban deceived Jacob by veiling his older 

daughter, Leah, and giving her in marriage instead of Rachel. 

b. Laban argued that the custom of the day called for the older daughter to be married 

before the younger daughter. 

c. Jacob, the deceiver, was himself deceived. The biblical truth of sowing and reaping is 

always true (Gal. 6:6-10). If a person lives in a world of deception, he or she will reap 

a whirlwind of deception. 

d. Some of the most harmful deceptions often happen within families, making the 

wounds deeper and more enduring.  

e. Yet, God is at work to accomplish His perfect purposes. His grace is greater than any 

deception and any wounds that may come our way. 
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3. Seven More Years and God’s Faithfulness (29:25-30) 

a. Deceived and desperate, Jacob is willing to work seven more years for the hand of 

Rachel in marriage.  

b. Though deception was rampant in this entire situation, God was at work. God is 

always at work. He is at work in all circumstances including the righteous and 

unrighteous. In the end, God’s ultimate purposes will come to pass.  

c. The undeceived God works even when we choose to deceive or when we are 

deceived. 

 

Conclusion 
 

God is always at work even when deception is the rule of the day. God is faithful even when 

others are not. His grace is greater than our sin. His mercies are new every day and His power is 

able to overcome and work through the deceptions of this life. 
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