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Genesis Sermon Series 

Supports Session 2: Not Alone 

Sermon Title: Revelation Brings Transformation  

Passage: Genesis 28:10-22 

 

 

Connection to Passage 

 

The transforming power of the gospel makes us new creations in Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). 

Though Jacob lied about his identity (Gen. 27), God still chose to use him in His redemptive 

plan. But Jacob needed a transformation. Genesis 27 tells us of the beginning of the 

transformation of Jacob from a liar to the father of a people dedicated to God.  

 

Introduction/Opening 

 

God begins our transformation by revealing Himself to us. In Old Testament times, God revealed 

Himself and His purposes through people (the Prophets), places, events, and even dreams. In 

New Testament times, God revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ. All these revelations 

are recorded in the inspired, inerrant Word of God. He reveals Himself so that we might know 

who He is, that we might be forgiven of our sins, that we would know God’s purposes and plans, 

and that we might know that we are never alone in Christ. 

 

Jacob's transformation began at a place that would come to be known as ‘Bethel,’ meaning ‘the 

house of God.’ It would be through a fantastic dream that God would get Jacob’s attention, 

revealing Himself and His plans for Jacob. 

 

Outline 

 

1. Jacob Dreamed a Dream (Gen. 28:10-12a.) 

a. Sent by his father, Isaac, to find a wife (Gen. 28:1-5), Jacob made his way to a place 

beyond Beersheba, near Haran. It would be at this place where God would reveal 

Himself to Jacob. God often uses significant places through which to speak to us. 

b. Jacob dreamed of angels descending and ascending a ladder from heaven. Unlike the 

men of Babel (Gen. 11) who desired to build a skyscraper to heaven, Jacob’s dream 

reminds us that it is God who comes to us.   

c. Jacob learned that God desires to ‘tabernacle’ among His people. He dwells in all 

believers today in the person and power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

2. Jacob Met God (Gen. 28:12b.-15) 

a. God revealed Himself as the God of both Abraham and Isaac. The God Jacob would 

come to know and serve was the same God who called Abraham and Isaac, the one 

true God. 
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b. God revealed His purposes for Jacob as being a part of the making of a people who 

would reflect the character and glory of God. 

c. God also revealed that He is a promise-keeping God by reminding Jacob that He 

would be with him in all that God called him to do. 

 

3. Jacob Knew God (Gen. 28:16-17) 

a. God reveals Himself in nature (Ps. 19:1-6), in words (Ps. 19:7-14), and in the person 

of Jesus Christ (Jn. 1:1). Yet, too often we don’t recognize God’s self-revelation. 

b. When Jacob awoke from his dream, he recognized that it was God who had revealed 

Himself.  

c. There are none so blind as those who will not see. God reveals Himself. Recognizing 

this bring us one step closer to our transformation. 

  

4. Jacob Named a Place (Gen. 28:18-22) 

a. When Jacob awoke in the morning he anointed the place where he had dreamed and 

called it ‘Bethel,’ meaning the ‘house of God.’  

b. We are not to worship or idolize places. Yet, we can appreciate those places where 

God met us so long as God remains the ultimate focus of our worship. Places come 

and go, but God remains forever. 

c. In the place called ‘Bethel’ Jacob made a commitment to God. Jacob’s commitment 

was two-fold: 1) he committed himself to God, and 2) he committed his resources to 

God. It was a total commitment of salvation and stewardship. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Jacob met God and this encounter began the change process in his life. Jacob would learn that 

God is a covenant-keeping God who would never leave nor forsake him. This encounter with 

God began the process of transforming Jacob from a deceiver to a dedicated servant of God. 

When we trust God, it is in response to God’s self-revelation. Our response is total commitment, 

knowing that God will never leave us. 
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