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Genesis Sermon Series 

Supports Session 1: The Deceiver 

Sermon Title: The Danger of Self-Deception  

Passage: Genesis 27:18-29 

 

 

Connection to Passage  

 

God promised to create a people for Himself (Gen. 12 & 15). They were to reflect His glory, 

holiness, and eternal purposes. God is able to accomplish His purposes even when using 

imperfect people who are at times deceptive and self-deceived. God uses imperfect vessels 

through which to display His glorious gospel (2 Cor. 4:7). Jacob is one example of God using an 

imperfect person to accomplish His perfect purposes. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

 

To be deceived is harmful. To be self-deceived is delusional. To be aided in your self-deception 

is sad.  

 

Genesis 27 tells the story of Jacob, the ‘supplanter’ and deceiver, who used his skills of cunning 

to steal away the birthright of his brother Esau with the aid by their mother. Yet, the scandal of 

Jacob’s deception did not thwart God’s ultimate purposes. 

 

Jacob’s greatest deception was not just deceiving his father, but self-deception as he denied his 

own identity. The good news of the gospel is able to deliver us from Satan, the father of lies, and 

from our delusional self-deception. As the truth, Jesus sets us free (Jn. 8:31-32) so we can 

discover our identity found in Him.   

 

Outline 

 

1. The Deceiver Aided (Gen. 27:1-17) 

a. While self-deception is a self-imposed sin, it is seldom carried out alone. Most of us 

have someone in our life who will tell us what we want to hear even when it leads to 

dishonest actions.  

b. Rachel thought she was doing the right thing by favoring her son Jacob. But in reality 

she was enabling Jacob’s tendency to lie.  

c. Friends and family alike who aid and abet our sinful deceptions are neither true 

friends nor loving family members. 

 

2. The Deception Revealed (Gen. 27:18-29) 

a. Jacob was asked about his identity by his father Isaac. Infirmed by age, Isaac was 

easily deceived. Jacob lied in order to steal Esau’s birthright and blessing.  
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b. The decision to deceive others usually begins with self-deception. Jacob denied who 

he was in order to get something that did not belong to him. 

c. One lie is never enough. Those who choose to deceive and who are self-deceived 

often layer their lies, one upon another (i.e. Jacob lied about who he was, how quickly 

he killed the game offered as a gift, etc.).  

d. Deception harms the deceiver and all those around him. 

 

3. The Deception Exposed (Gen. 28:30-46) 

a. Lies and deceptions rarely stay secret. Eventually deception will be exposed and the 

truth will be revealed. 

b. The exposure of Jacob’s deception would tear apart a family. The rift between Jacob 

and Esau would have a long-term impact and Jacob himself would have to be 

redeemed by God. 

 

4. The Deceiver Redeemed 

a. Is there good news for a deceiving, self-deceived person? Yes! 

b. God redeemed this entire situation, but it would require repentance, painful self-

analysis, and wrestling with God. 

c. Eventually, God would so redeem Jacob that God Himself would be referred to as 

‘the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ 

d. And what or who can redeem a deceiving, self-deceived person? The person of Jesus 

Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life (Jn. 14:6). 

 

Conclusion 

 

The story of Jacob’s life is a story of God’s amazing grace in using an often self-deceived, 

deceiving man to accomplish His eternal purposes. Jacob’s story reminds us not only of the 

deadly consequences of deception, but of the extent to which God will go to not only redeem 

sinners, but use them in His redemptive plan. God is glorified when deceptive and deceiving men 

and women are redeemed by the truth of the gospel (1 Cor. 6:9-11). 
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