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2 Corinthians Sermon Series 
Supports Session 12: Giving Faithfully  

Sermon Title: The Secret to Generous Giving 
Passage: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:6  

 
 

Connection to the passage 

 

God is pleased when we learn to give. As a result of receiving God’s grace, we grow in grace by 

giving to meet the needs of others.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Share. Play nice. Say I’m sorry. Help your neighbor. We could learn a lot by listening to the 

things we tell children to do. Notice how the things we want to teach children focus on how we 

treat others. Paul shared with the Corinthians how the Macedonian churches gave a generous 

offering despite their poverty. He used the churches of Macedonia as an example for generous 

giving. He highlighted the specific steps the Macedonian believers practiced in order to share 

with us the secret to generous giving.  

 

Outline 

 

1. Give yourself to the Lord first (2 Cor. 8:1-5) 

 a) Do you realize that God owns everything? 

 b) Do you realize that you are a steward of what God has given you? 

 

2. Be willing to give what you have (2 Cor. 8:6-12) 

 a) Are you willing to excel in the grace of giving? 

 b) How sincere is your love if you do not give to help others? 

 c) Are you inspired by Christ’s sacrifice for us? 

 

3. Make preparations to give soon (2 Cor. 9:1-5) 

 a) Are you ready to move from intention to action? 

 b) Have you made plans to give? 

 c) Are you ready to give? 

  

Conclusion 
 

When we look at the sacrifice of our Savior on the cross for us, we are moved by God’s grace to 

give to others. Ultimately, we do not give to get. We give because we have been given the 

greatest gift of all — God’s grace. Have you received God’s grace that was demonstrated at the 

cross of Calvary? Are you willing to excel in this grace of giving? 
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