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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 13: Always on Mission 

Sermon Title: A Worthy Life Goal 
Passage: Acts 28:17-28  

 

Connection to Passage  

Paul appealed to the leaders in Rome so he could share the gospel to the people of that 

city. Even if he was bound in chains, the gospel would be heard.  

 

Introduction/Opening 

The gospel may lead us to dangerous places that are hostile to the message of Christ. First 

century Christians often found themselves quickly becoming the enemies of the religious 

leaders of their day. Some religious leaders considered the gospel to be blasphemous, 

barbaric, and foolish. Paul’s appeal to Rome placed him right in the center of a place that 

would definitely be hostile to the gospel. However, his purpose and aim did not change. 

He shared the message of Jesus with the Romans and the Jews of that city.  

I. We will Encounter Enemies of the Gospel (Acts 28:22) 

We live in a world of choices. Unfortunately, some people choose to be 

hostile to the story of Christ. Paul’s ministry had seen its fair share of anti-

Christian sentiment. But that was to be expected in a culture that heavily 

promoted religion above relationship.  

a. There are enemies by nature (Eph. 2:1-3). 

i. Humans are born in sin (Rom. 3:23). 

ii. Humans are naturally wrathful (Eph. 2:1-3). 

b. Enemies of the gospel can do damage, but cannot stop the message 

(Acts 5:39). 

c. Enemies of the gospel will one day be defeated (Rev. 20:7-10). 

 

II. The Gospel Must Be Told (Acts 28:23) 

Paul found himself under arrest for the gospel, and he received word that the 

gospel was causing trouble in other cities as well. It would have been easy at 

that moment to shrink back from the responsibility of sharing this message 

that was causing so much havoc. However, Paul understood that the gospel 

must go forth in order to reach the nations. He realized that havoc was simply 

darkness kicking against the light. 
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a. Jesus commanded us to share the gospel (Matt. 28:19-20). 

b. It may be uncomfortable to share the gospel. 

i. People will hate you (Matt. 10:22). 

ii. The gospel will cause division (Luke 12:53). 

iii. You may suffer persecution (2 Cor. 11:22-29). 

c. Sharing the gospel is not an option for the believer; it is a command.  

 

III. The Decision to Follow is in the Hands of the Hearer (Acts 28:28) 

It would be nice if we could force people to believe in the gospel. However, 

that is not the way God designed life. He has instructed his messengers to 

share the message and let Him do the rest. Paul understood the importance of 

sharing the message and praying for God to move on the hearers’ heart, but he 

did not try to force people to believe.  

a. God calls people to salvation (John 6:44). 

i. A gospel messenger presents the gospel (Rom. 10:14-15). 

ii. The Word of God does its work (Heb. 4:12). 

iii. The Spirit begins to draw the hearer to Christ.  

b. The hearers must choose to follow Christ or reject Him.  

c. Humans live with the consequences of their decision (Rev. 20:11-15). 

 

Conclusion  

Throughout Paul’s journeys, we find him faithful to the things God called him to do and 

be. Most importantly, we find him faithful in sharing the gospel. He was not fearful of the 

repercussions. He just wanted to be obedient to Christ and His cross. This dedication to 

Christ eventually cost Paul his life. However, to him it was worth dying for (Phil. 1:21). 

For Paul, life meant sharing the only message that could save a lost world. Shouldn’t it be 

the same for us? 
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