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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 12: Answering Critics 

Sermon Title: Your Choice 
Passage: Acts 26:19-29  

 

Connection to Passage 

The gospel is presented with the expectation of a response. Paul, under the direction of 

the Holy Spirit, took the opportunity to present the gospel to King Agrippa. Once the 

gospel has been spoken it must be reckoned with.  

 

Introduction/Opening 

The world is full of religious people who believe they have eternity figured out. There are 

various opinions about how a man can get into a glorious heaven. There are even people 

who believe heaven is not necessary and this earth is all we will ever experience. Paul, on 

the other hand, believed strongly that the message of the gospel was the only way for 

men to experience heaven. He believed it so strongly that he went everywhere and shared 

it with everybody.  

 

I. Paul was a Faithful Witness (Acts 26:19-20) 

The gospel is worth sharing. Paul demonstrated this by pointing to all of the 

people with whom he had shared the gospel. His mission was to present the 

gospel to the rich and the poor, the Jew and the Gentile. The gospel is a 

message that must be shared with the entire world.  

a. Paul was faithful to accept God’s invitation (Acts 9;26:19). 

i. Paul was invited to be saved (Acts 9:18). 

ii. Paul was invited to be God’s spokesman to the Gentiles (Acts 

9:15). 

iii. Paul was invited to be God’s spokesman to kings (Acts 9:15). 

iv. Paul was invited to be God’s spokesman to Israel (Acts 9:15). 

b. Paul was faithful to the great commission.  

i. He was faithful to go (ie: three missionary journeys). 

ii. He was faithful to make disciples (1 Tim. 1:1-7). 

iii. He was faithful to baptize (1 Cor. 1:14). 

 

II. Paul Presented the Gospel Clearly (Acts 26:20-23) 

The gospel is often offensive because it demands obedience, repentance, and 

faith. Paul did not try to water down the gospel in order to make his situation 
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more comfortable. Instead, he revealed the true identity of the gospel message 

to a king who could have had him killed.   

a. The gospel is for everyone.  

i. The gospel is for the poor (Luke 4:16-19. 

ii. The gospel is for the rich (Luke 19:1-10). 

b. The gospel demands repentance (Acts 26:20, Matt. 4:17, Luke 5:32). 

c. The gospel demands obedience (Acts 26:20, 1 John 2:4). 

 

III. The Gospel Gives the Opportunity to Believe (Acts 26:24-28) 

The gospel may be offensive to many because of the idea of repentance and 

obedience. However, it is also extremely inviting to the most wretched 

sinners. Where else can you hear a story of salvation wherein God’s Son was 

crucified on behalf of your sin? As inviting as this message is, it still must be 

received.  

a. Belief in the gospel is necessary (John 3:16, Hebrews 11:6). 

b. Belief in the gospel is all that’s needed (Eph. 2:8). 

c. Belief in the gospel can be refused (Luke 18:18-23). 

 

Conclusion 

There is only one message that can satisfy the wrath of God: the message of the gospel. It 

is a beautiful message of God’s grace to humanity. However, it is also a foolish message 

to many people. Many people find it offensive and blatantly arrogant. However, it is the 

only message that God will accept in order for a person to be saved. It is a message that 

reaches everyone and can be accepted by anyone, but it is a message that God will not 

force on anyone. People must choose to believe. What is your choice? 

   

Casey Johnson serves as senior pastor of Bonita Road Baptist Church in Bastrop, LA. He is also the 

president of Exit 416 Ministries and a contributing writer for multiple Lifeway Resources. He has been in 

the ministry for twenty years and is accompanied by His wife, DeeDee and his four children, Hunter, 

Grace, Abby, and Emma.  


