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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 11: The Testimony 

Sermon Title: Graced 
Passage: Acts 22:3-8,15-22 

 

Connection to Passage  

In Acts 22, we find Paul sharing about his transformation from a zealous Pharisee to an 

Apostle. It bears witness to the power of an encounter with Jesus Christ. It also helps us 

understand the value of our salvation story.  

 

Introduction/Opening 

There is a big difference between religion and relationship. Religion is pious and rule-

binding, while a relationship is built on freedom and intimacy. Our world is filled with 

religious people who have no personal relationship with Christ. However, a personal 

relationship is necessary in order to experience salvation. The apostle Paul knew full well 

the difference was between the two. He often used his testimony to witness to people to 

help them understand how Christ desires intimacy.  

 

I. The Testimony of Paul (Acts 22:3-16) 

Our testimony is the story of the life we live. It contains the good, the bad, the 

ugly, the past, the present, and the things that will come in the future. The 

most powerful part of a testimony is our encounter Christ and us then yielding 

our lives to Him. It is an unforgettable moment that transformed us 

completely.  

a. Paul was very religious (Acts 22:3). 

i. Religion seems good.  

ii. Religion can hinder the work of God. 

b. Paul was very zealous (Acts 22:4-5). 

c. Paul was very mean (Acts 22:19-20). 

 

II. The Grace of God (Acts 22:6-10) 

The grace of God is God’s “want to,” not His “have to.” It’s the unmerited 

favor of God. Paul was not worthy to be called by God, but God called him 

anyway. Neither his religion nor his zeal impressed God. God called him 

because He wanted to. Too often we think God has called people because they 

are exceptional, but nothing is further from the truth. 
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a. The grace of God calls without prejudice (Eph. 2:8). 

b. The grace of God finds us where we are (Acts 22:6, Matt. 4:18-22, 9-

13). 

i. Grace doesn’t hide from us. 

ii. Grace is not afraid to find us in dangerous places (Luke 8:26-

39). 

 

III. The Effects of Grace (Acts 22:10-15) 

God’s grace always impacts the life it touches. It calls people to move forward 

with the understanding that God is now in control. We are never in a better 

place than the moment we step into God’s grace. When we receive Gods 

gracious salvation, we receive our new direction for life. It may take a while 

for those directions to take shape, but they are always rooted in God’s will.  

a. Grace removes the guilt of sin (Eph. 1:7). 

b. Grace rewards the faith of humans (Eph. 2:8). 

c. Grace gives us a new direction.  

i. Our new direction is Christ-centered. 

ii. Our new direction is Spirit led. 

iii. Our new direction will always cost us. 

d. Grace will lead us to heaven.  

 

Conclusion  

We encounter grace when we encounter the risen Christ. The message of the gospel is a 

message of grace to all of humanity. From the pagan to the most religious, grace finds us 

where we are and sets us free, if we simply believe. Paul had experienced a lot of 

religion, but he had yet to experience God’s grace. When he met Jesus on the road to 

Damascus, he came face to face with grace. The message of Christ changed him in a way 

that nothing else could. The greatest part of grace is that we don’t have to earn it; God 

just showers us with it! 
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