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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 10: Delivered 

Sermon Title: Living the Life 
Passage: Acts 20:22-35  

 

 

Connection to Passage 

Paul spent much of his Christian life sharing the gospel and planting churches in strategic 

locations. Paul remained faithful to the mission that God called him to. This passage 

teaches us what it looks like to count the cost and remain faithful.  

 

Introduction/opening 

A church planter and missionary understands that there is a price to pay for sharing the 

gospel. Sometimes that price can be extremely high. However, the calling (Rom. 11:29) 

of God cannot be revoked. Sometimes the difficult decision of suffering for the sake of 

Christ must be made. Paul understood the cost and embraced it when others may not have 

understood. He did not embrace it for the sake of popularity or personal gain. He 

embraced it for the sake of the gospel itself. He knew that the message must reach the 

world if the world would ever be saved.  

I. Obedience to the Spirit (Acts 20:22) 

Being a follower of Christ means belonging to Christ and being obedient to 

Him alone. God may call a believer to go where he does not want to go or do 

what he does not want to do. It is at that moment that the believer must make a 

determination of whether he will be obedient to God’s direction or not.   

a. The Spirit fills the believer (Acts 1:8). 

b. The Spirit directs the believer (Acts 20:22). 

c. The Spirit does not force the believer (1 Thess. 5:19). 

d. The Spirit reveals things to the believer (Acts 20:23, John 16:13). 

 

II. Disregard for His Life (Acts 20:24) 

Paul was dedicated to being obedient to the Spirit, but how obedient? Was he 

obedient enough to obey when it would possibly cost him his life? Many 

followers of Christ have faced the difficult decision of choosing danger to 

accomplish the will of God or remaining safe. The question is: what will they 

choose? 

a. Unhindered by his love for his friends (Acts 20:17-21) 

b. Unhindered by his love for himself (Acts 20:24) 

c. Unhindered by danger (1 Cor. 15:50-58) 
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III. Commitment to His Call (Acts 20:24b) 

Paul is an example of what it looks like to be completely committed to the call 

of God. Today people seem to be committed to everything except God. Paul, 

on the other hand, had committed himself to nothing but the will of God.  

a. Commitment starts with understanding.  

i. Understanding of lostness (Rom. 3:23) 

ii. Understanding of mercy  

iii. Understanding of grace (Eph. 2:8) 

b. Commitment continues through passion for God’s will. 

i. Passion keeps us focused. 

ii. Passion keeps us serving.  

iii. Passion is contagious.  

c. Commitment is desperately needed to further God’s kingdom. 

i. Commitment helps build the kingdom. 

ii. Commitment encourages others. 

iii. Commitment brings joy (Acts 20:24). 

 

Conclusion  

There is a need for commitment to Christ more than ever before. It is up to God’s people 

to show the world what true commitment looks like. The Christian’s commitment to 

Christ should never be deterred, even in the face of death. Paul illustrated that very 

clearly. Even though he knew chains and afflictions were coming, he was dedicated to 

spreading the gospel. That displays a faith that is worth imitating. 
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