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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 7: The Unknown Known 

Sermon Title: Believers in a Plural World 
Passage: Acts 17:22-34 

 

Connection to Passage 

In Acts 17, we discover a subtle rebellion of people against the one, true, living God. This 

rebellion was not violence, but rather a rebellion of acknowledgement of the true God. 

The people of Athens had chosen to be religious people who served all kinds of religions 

but were void of any knowledge of the only God who could save them.  

Introduction/Opening  

Estimates vary, but experts believe there to be 4,200 religions in the world. We are a 

world of worshipers. However, out of all of those religions there can only be one true 

God (Ex. 20:1-3). First century Christians dealt with plurality around every corner they 

turned. The Roman Empire had created a culture that boasted of a plurality of gods. 

Christianity rejected that notion and was thus seen as an enemy. Yet in the middle of all 

of the hostility against Christianity, the truth needed to be spoken to those who needed to 

hear it.     

Outline 

I. An Unsettled Spirit (Acts 17:16) 

Walking down the streets of a highly pagan and demonic city can definitely 

affect a person. The images of false gods and ungodly activities can unsettle 

the spirit within a devout Christian. Paul apparently felt this as he walked 

through the streets of Athens viewing all of the ungodliness and misguided 

worship of false deities.  

a. The Spirit bears witness with our spirit.  

i. The Spirit bears witness we are God’s (Rom. 8:16). 

ii. The Spirit bears witness to falsehood by revealing what is truth 

(John 16). 

b. The Spirit makes Christians uncomfortable in the presence of sin (Acts 

17:6). 

c. The Spirit burdens the Christian for the souls of men (Romans 9:1-5). 

 

II. An Ungodly People (Acts 17:16b-21) 

In Athens, Paul encountered a culture of people who were highly spiritual but 

extremely ungodly. They sought to be in touch with the gods of their 

choosing. They chose a god that agreed with their lifestyle choices. We must 

remember that the root of all forms of wickedness is a lack of acknowledging 

the one true God.   
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a. Gods wrath is on the unrighteous no matter how religious they are 

(Rom. 1:18-19). 

b. God has made Himself known (Rom. 1:20). 

c. Ungodly people have ungodly ways (Rom. 1:21-32). 

 

III. An Unknown God (Acts 17:22-25) 

The one true God cannot be hidden or truly unknown. Nature will not allow it 

and heaven will not have it. God has called too many messengers to declare 

His name to the nations. Paul was not about to sit by and allow a culture to not 

know about his God. Though the heavens declare God and mountains give 

praise to Him, Paul was compelled to reason with the philosophers of his day 

on the reality of the God they saw but had not seen.  

a. God has made Himself known.  

i. Creation declares the existence of God (Rom. 1:20). 

ii. Prophets declared the existence of God (1 Pet. 1:21). 

iii. Jesus declared the existence of God (John 10:30). 

b. God makes Himself known for the glory of His name. 

c. God makes Himself known in order to save all humanity (John 3:17). 

Conclusion 

It is certainly true that we live in a world where people worship a plurality of gods. 

However, the truth still remains that there is only one God. This God reigns high and 

supreme over all false gods. Though men may drown in their wickedness and reject the 

existence of one supreme Creator, God still remains steadfast in His search of those who 

would choose to believe. There is one message that brings to pass the salvation that every 

person needs: God became flesh and dwelt among us, and gave Himself for us that we 

may have everlasting life.  
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