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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 6: A Changed Family 

Sermon Title: Praise Opens Doors 
Passage: Acts 16:22-34  

 

Connection to Passage 

Acts 16 provides an interesting look at the power of a witness for Christ. No matter 

where we may find ourselves, we are to be faithful to the gospel of Jesus. This passage 

shows us what it looks like to be a witness even in a hostile environment.  

Introduction/Opening 

Belief practiced is belief believed. Many times we find ourselves in comfortable church 

settings where it becomes easy to go through the motions of religion. However, God has 

called us to go into a hostile world to witness. That calling requires us to get up, get out, 

and go forth with the gospel. Sometimes that means we will encounter hardships because 

of our faith, but even in those moments God wants a faithful witness. Why? Because 

faithful witnesses impact the lives of those around them.  

Outline 

I. Their Unshakable Faith (Acts 16:22-25) 

No one ever wants to find himself or herself in a hostile environment, but the 

first century Christians found themselves there often. The question for many 

of those who found themselves in the midst of the angry mobs, was not a 

matter of how to compromise their faith but how to display it. Paul and Silas 

had plenty of opportunity to deny their faith but instead, they chose to remain 

faithful no matter the cost.  

a. Faith must be present to please God (Hebr. 11:6). 

b. Faith will conquer until the end (Dan. 3; 6). 

c. Faith is rooted in the eternal, not the temporal.  

 

II. The Power of their Praise (Acts 16:26) 

Praise unlocks the supernatural. Paul and Silas faithfully praising God no 

matter the circumstance gave God an opportunity to reveal Himself to a prison 

full of people who needed to see Him. It is imperative that believers learn to 

give God praise in the most difficult of circumstances because God can use 

their praise to display the supernatural and influence those around them.  

a. The birthplace of our praise is the cross. 

i. Praise is a product of our faith. 

ii. Praise strengthens our faith. 

iii. Praise brings heaven down to earth (Jas. 4:8, Acts 16:25-26). 
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b. Praise should be driven by God’s Word.  

i. God’s Word is power (Ps. 19:7-8). 

ii. God’s Word is truth (John 17:17). 

iii. God’s Word is forever (Ps. 119:89). 

 

III. The Product of their Witness (Acts 16:27-34) 

IT must have been unsettling to hear these two men, who had just been beaten, 

singing praises to their God. However, when their praises ushered in the 

presence of God, the other prisoners took notice. Their praise became a 

witness and their witness changed lives. We must realize how important it is 

to allow God to use our lives as a powerful witness. Why? Because other 

people’s lives may depend on it.  

a. Our witness can captivate others (Acts 16:27-28). 

b. Our witness can lead to the salvation of others (Acts 16:29-34). 

c. Our witness brings glory to God (Matt. 5:16). 

Conclusion 

It is very clear that God has given us the privilege of being His witnesses to a lost and 

dying world. Sometimes this privilege must be exercised in the midst of extreme 

persecution. Nonetheless, God can and will use our faithful witness to change the lives of 

people that we encounter. We only need to be faithful to stand in our faith and remember 

the power of our witness.  
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