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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 5: Strengthened 

Sermon Title: Paul’s Desire 
Passage: Acts 15:36-41 

 

Connection to Passage 

Paul and Barnabas had a productive meeting with the disciples in Jerusalem concerning 

the false doctrines of the Judaizers. Their intentions were to make sure that no brother 

would be made to stumble because of the false teachings of religious zealots. The spread 

of the gospel was of great concern to these men, and they did not want it to be hindered in 

any way. 

Introduction/Opening  

Sometimes people ask, “What is the greatest way to strengthen evangelism within the 

local church?” The answer to that question finds its root in discipleship. Discipleship 

strengthens faith and encourages the believer to share the gospel with others. Jesus 

Himself encourages believers to go into all the world making disciples (Matthew 28:19). 

Our greatest concern as believers should be to spread the gospel. Our next greatest 

concern should be to teach others how to spread the gospel.  

Outline  

I. Paul’s Desire to Visit the Believers (Acts 15:36) 

Paul is considered by many to be the model for church planting. Some 

scholars say he planted at least fourteen churches, if not more. However, it is 

easy to see in Scripture that he had a pastor’s heart as well. He constantly 

cared for and visited the churches that he labored to launch. Paul’s passion for 

Jesus made him an amazing church planter, and his passion for people made 

him a great disciple maker.   

a. As they went they labored in the gospel  

i. Opportunities exist as we go (Matt. 28:19, Acts 15:3). 

ii. Opportunities exist everywhere (Acts 8:4, Acts 8:26-40). 

iii. Opportunities exist everyday.  

b. Paul had concern for the health of the church.  

i. Gospel-centered men care for gospel-centered churches (2 Cor. 

11:22-28). 

ii. Paul was kingdom minded.  

 

II. Paul’s Desire to Remain Faithful of the Mission (Acts 15:37-41) 

Paul was fully dedicated to the mission of spreading the gospel. To him it was 

life or death (Phil. 1:21), and he did not want to be hindered in any way from 

accomplishing the mission. Paul had a deep understanding that not everyone is 
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right for the specific task at hand. Even though Paul was a great disciple 

maker of men, he was also discerning enough to choose wisely.   

a. Past experiences can hinder present opportunities. 

i. Paul’s disagreement with Barnabas 

ii. Actions have consequences (Gal. 6:7) ex. The disagreement did 

not hinder Barnabas from spreading the gospel, just hindered it 

being done with Paul.  

iii. Grace wins in the end (1 Cor. 9:6).  

b. Disagreement shouldn’t hinder the gospel going forth. 

i. Paul stated the facts. 

ii. Paul resolved the issue. 

iii. Paul and Barnabas continued the spread of the gospel. 

 

III. Paul’s Desire to Invest in Others for the Purpose of Multiplying the Gospel 

(Acts 16:1-5) 

One of the greatest joys of ministry is finding those whom God has blessed 

with certain gifts for ministry and investing in their lives. Paul raised up future 

leaders as he journeyed throughout the regions sharing the gospel.  

a. Timothy’s character spoke for itself. (Prov. 27:2). 

b. Paul did what it took to reach people (1 Cor. 9:19-23). 

c. God blesses the process of discipleship with more souls (Acts 16:5). 

 

Conclusion 

Spreading the gospel is a top priority for disciples of Jesus. Discipling men and women 

leads to the advance of the gospel message. Paul gives us so many examples of how to go 

about God’s kingdom work. He teaches us how to evangelize, plant churches, and make 

disciples. Our work as a church is not confined to the people in our buildings. It is also 

our responsibility to get outside the walls of the church building and go to the nations to 

make more disciples, which in turn makes even more disciples. This is gospel 

multiplication.  
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