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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 4: The Promised One 

Sermon Title: The Holy Spirit in Christmas 
Passage: Luke 2:25-38 

 

Connection to Passage 

The Jews had long been waiting for the promised messiah. They were expecting him to 

come in the form of a military king that would transform the nation and bring peace to 

the Jewish people. Their long awaited messiah was finally on the scene, but He came in 

the form of a lowly baby instead.  

Introduction/Opening 

Sometimes, what we think we know gets in the way of what we ought to know. We may 

be staring at a truth, but are unwilling to accept is as the truth because of what we already 

believe to be true. The Jewish people had a certain idea as to what their promised messiah 

would be and do. Their Messiah was delivered just as God had promised through the 

prophets, but they didn’t recognize Him and most of them did not receive Him. However, 

those who were willing to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit recognized Jesus. 

Obedience to the direction of the Spirit of God is required for anyone to see Jesus for 

who He really is.  

Outline   

I. The Direction of the Spirit (Luke 2:25,27) 

Being filled with the Holy Spirit is not a luxury; it is a necessity if an 

individual is going to find God’s will for his or her life. The Spirit of God 

reveals all things concerning Jesus to those longing to follow the will of God 

(John 16:13-14).  

a. The Spirit leads people where they need to go. 

i. Simeon was guided by the Spirit (v. 27). 

ii. Philip was guided by the Spirit (Acts 8:29). 

b. The Spirit leads people to say what they need to say.  

i. The Holy Spirit helps us speak truth (John 16:13). 

ii. The Holy Spirit gives us the words to speak at just the right 

time (Luke 12:12). 

 

II. The Message of the Spirit (Luke 2:26) 

The Holy Spirit has the capacity to deliver God’s truth to this world. He is not 

limited by a lack of knowledge or any kind of unawareness. However, He is 

only going to give the message that God wants Him to give for the benefit of 

the kingdom of God.  
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a. The Spirit speaks what He hears from Christ (John 16:13-15). 

b. The Spirit speaks of righteousness, sin, and judgment (John 6:8). 

c. The Spirit speaks the will of God to Christians.  

 

III. The Confirmation of the Message (Luke 2:28-35) 

Simeon had received word by the Spirit of God that he would see the Messiah. 

If the Spirit of God spoke that word in his heart, then rest assured God would 

see it through. In this case, God confirmed the voice of the Spirit by allowing 

Simeon to see the Messiah named Christ.  

a. The message of the Spirit is always the same as the message of God. 

b. The Spirit will lead us to God’s will for our lives. 

c. We can trust God to validate His message. 

d. The cross is the ultimate confirmation of God’s word 

i. Jesus was led to the cross by the Word. 

ii. Jesus was led to the cross by the Spirit. 

iii. Jesus confirmed the Word through the cross. 

Conclusion  

God always has a message to deliver to His children. His message will always come from 

the power of His Word and His Spirit will always deliver that Word to us faithfully. 

When He does, we can trust that God is trying to lead us to His will for our lives. Simeon 

was granted a promise from God that he waited for with urgency. God made good on that 

promise. We can always trust God with His promises, and we can always trust that God 

will move heaven and earth to fulfill His Word. He never fails, and His Spirit will always 

deliver the right message, at the right time, in order to follow His plan.  
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