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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: Available to All 

Sermon Title: The Problem with a Works-
Based Salvation 

Passage: Acts 15:6-11,24-31  

 

 

Connection to Passage 

Some Jews interpreted the gospel in light of their heritage, causing great turmoil. It was 

very hard for them to reconcile in their minds a salvation that did not come from the law. 

This inner conflict led many of them to believe that only those who obeyed the customs 

of the law could be saved.  

Introduction/Opening 

Many churches choked the life out of their congregations by forcing unwarranted rules 

and regulations on their members. In an effort to create holiness, they have created a 

climate of bondage. The gospel does not leave us shackled in chains, but removes the 

chains from our lives and gives us freedom. Acts 15 gives us a picture of the danger of 

forcing rules on people that God did not demand. Salvation comes through faith in Christ 

for all men who believe, not for all men who obey the religious rules.   

Outline  

I. Works-based Salvation (Acts 15:1)  

Confusion caused by false teaching can be very harmful to a relatively young 

church. In this passage we find a group of people who taught a works-based 

salvation that was contrary the gospel. They demanded that the Gentiles be 

circumcised, thus identifying with the law, in order to be saved.  

a. A works-based salvation rules out the opportunity for certain people to 

be saved.  

i. The gospel is available to all (Rom. 1:16).  

ii. The gospel is for whosoever wills, not whosoever does (Acts 

2:21, John 3:16). 

b. A works-based salvation places requirements that Jesus already nailed 

to the cross on people (Col. 2:13-14).  

i. The requirements of the law only reveal our inadequacies 

(Rom. 7:7-8, Gal. 3:22-25). 

ii. Jesus fulfilled the law, providing the only sacrifice that 

could erase our guilt. Jesus provides what the law could 

not. (Matt. 5:17-18). 
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II. A Works-based Salvation Causes Problems Among a Grace-filled People 

(Acts 15:2-5)  

Paul and Barnabas were not excited about someone teaching that the Gentiles 

had to embrace the rituals of the law in order to be saved. This dissention 

sparked so much controversy that they went to Jerusalem to discuss it with the 

other disciples. Paul and Barnabas could not allow the grace of God to take a 

backseat to religious rules and regulations.  

a. A person who understands grace cannot accept a works-based 

salvation. 

b. Grace works alone (Eph. 2:8). 

c. Jesus plus something equals nothing. 

d. Jesus plus nothing equals everything.  

 

III. A Grace-based Salvation Excludes No One (Acts 15:6-11) 

Paul and Barnabas understood that God had extended salvation to all people. 

Even on their journey to Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas were busy spreading 

the news of the powerful work of God being done among the Gentiles. We 

must remember that the gospel is available for every creed, color, and country.  

a. The gospel was given directly to the Gentiles (Acts 10).  

b. The gospel was confirmed to the Gentiles by the giving of the Holy 

Spirit (Acts 15:8). 

c. The gospel is the only means of salvation available. (John 14:6). 

Conclusion 

The gospel discriminates against no one and does not attach unfavorable regulations to 

anyone. It is a message for the best of humanity and a message for the worst of humanity. 

It cannot be silenced by the demands of the Old Testament law because the law actually 

brings people to the place of the gospel. God places no limit on the far-reaching effects of 

the love of Christ. People from every tribe, tongue, and nation can find comfort and hope 

in the gospel of Jesus. 
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