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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: Misguided Worship 

Sermon Title: Deflecting Undue Credit 
Passage: Acts 14:8-20 

 

 

Connection to Passage 

Acts 14 illustrates the power of God and the corruption of men. In this passage, as the 

misguided hearts of the multitudes mistakenly exalted Paul and Barnabas above the 

Almighty. Worship is a vital part of our spiritual lives, but it must be directed to the 

proper place.  

Introduction/Opening 

The power of God on display is definitely something that can impress the multitudes. 

Supernatural deeds done through the hands of men can leave people with the impression 

that men are supernatural. Nothing could be further from the truth. Men are nothing more 

than ordinary creations that God chooses to use, by His grace, for His glory. While many 

men are heavily used by God in amazing ways, it is imperative that these men remain 

humble and lead others to worship God and not them.  

Outline 

I. The Opportunity for the Supernatural (Acts 14:8-9) 

Certain things must be present for God to perform the supernatural. In a 

perfect world everything is in working order and has no need for healing. 

However, we do not live in a perfect world, and many things are in need of a 

supernatural touch from God.  

a. There must be a problem present to heal.  

i. Adam’s sin created problems for humanity (Gen. 2:16-17) 

ii. This man was crippled from birth (Acts 14:8). 

b. There must be faith present to heal. 

i. Paralytic healed by faith (Mark 2:1-12) 

ii. Lack of faith prevented miracles in Nazareth (Matt. 13:53-58) 

c. There must be the power of God present to heal (Luke 5:17). 

 

II.  The Obvious Display of the Supernatural (Acts 14:10)  

Once God agrees to demonstrate His power, lives can be significantly 

changed. Not everyone has the privilege to see such a sight, but those who 

have the opportunity to see it and experience it, will never be the same. 
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a. God is the Author of the supernatural.  

i. In the beginning (Gen. 1:1) 

ii. The greatest miracle ever is salvation (John 6:44). 

b. The supernatural brings about change to the natural.  

i. The crippled man stood to his feet, leaped, and walked. 

ii. Men overcome the natural through supernatural salvation       

(2 Cor. 5:17). 

 

III. The Misinterpretation of the Supernatural (Acts 14:12-18) 

God had done a great miracle in the life of this crippled man. God used two 

men to accomplish that task. However, that does not mean that the miracle 

could have ever happened without Him or for anyone else’s glory.  

a. The multitude equated Paul and Barnabas to false gods. 

i. There is only one God (Ex. 20:2-3). 

ii. False gods cannot perform miracles (1 Kings 18). 

b. The multitude was giving credit where credit was not due. 

c. Men may be vessels of the supernatural but not sources of the 

supernatural. 

Conclusion 

It is very clear in Scripture that God has chosen to perform the supernatural in an effort to 

show men that He is God. While God chooses to use men as His vessels, God does not 

share His glory with anyone. Men would be wise to give credit where credit is due. 

Christians must avoid the temptation to take the glory and honor that belongs to Him. 

May Christians always remember that supernatural works are linked to the supernatural 

God. 
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