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Acts Sermon Series 
Supports Session 1: The Gospel Message 

Sermon Title: In Plain Sight 
Passage: Acts 13:26-39 

 

Connection to Passage  

Acts 13 gives us a picture of the beginning of Paul’s missionary journeys. Paul spent 

some of his time preaching to the Jews who had been waiting for the messiah. Little did 

they realize that their Messiah had already come and paved the way for their salvation 

through His death, burial, and resurrection. 

Introduction/Opening 

It is easy to overlook something that is in plain sight. This usually happens because we 

have one expectation that so captivates our mind that we ignore everything else. 

However, our misappropriated expectation does not change the reality of the situation. As 

Paul preached to the Jews in the synagogue, he reminded them of all that God had 

revealed to them in times past about the Messiah. Prophets had spoken and miracles had 

happened, but the Jews still missed what was right in front of them.   

Outline 

I. Their Savior Given (Acts 13:26-27) 

The Jews had long awaited the coming of their messiah. All of their hope 

rested in his arrival. Their hearts were set on His kingdom coming to them in 

order to bring destruction to their enemies and peace to their land.  

a. God sent messengers ahead of their salvation (1 Pet. 1:10-11). 

i. Prophets were sent to declare the identity of the Messiah.  

ii. The Old Testament declares the identity of the Messiah. 

iii. Miraculous signs declared the identity of the Messiah. 

b. God fulfilled His promise by sending Jesus, the Messiah (Matt. 5:17). 

 

II. Their Rejection Complete (Acts 13:28-29) 

Their Messiah had arrived just as God promised. He came in the form of a 

humble carpenter from Nazareth. However, He was not what the Jews wanted 

Him to be: they were expecting a conquering king.  

a. They sought to kill Jesus.  

i. They longed to destroy their only hope.  

ii. They could not find cause (John 18:35-38). 

iii. They didn’t care; death was their only option (John 19:1-16). 
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b. They fulfilled what was written.  

i. He was rejected by His own (Ps. 118:22). 

ii. They cast lots for His clothes (Ps. 22:18). 

iii. He was crucified (Ps. 22:16). 

iv. He was buried in a borrowed tomb (Isa. 53:9). 

 

III. God’s will was done (Acts 13:30-33) 

Paul tried to make it very clear that the Jews had missed the Messiah that was 

sent for their salvation. He also made it very clear that God was using their 

rejection as a means to fulfill His ultimate plan. Paul did his best to help the 

Jews understand that Jesus was still their Messiah, even though they killed 

Him.   

a. God raised Jesus from the dead (v.30). 

b. God revealed the risen Jesus to the crowds (v.31). 

c. God fulfilled His promise of David by sending Jesus (v.33).   

Conclusion 

The Jews had completely overlooked all of the evidence that Jesus was the Messiah 

because they had a different expectation of who the messiah would be. However, it did 

not change the fact that Jesus was the Messiah. Many people in today’s culture want 

Jesus to be something other than what He is. Their expectation of a messiah has caused 

them to miss Jesus. Staying focused on God’s Word will reveal the true identity of the 

Savior.  
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