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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 13:  Disciplined 

Potential Sermon Title: Prepared for Worship  
Passage: 1 Kings 8:1-11 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 24 

 

The census of Israel violated the glory of God. The punishment was harsh, but David knew 

God’s mercy was great and believed God would ultimately spare His people. When the three 

days of pestilence ended, David honored God by building an altar and making sacrifices on the 

location where the temple would eventually be built (1 Chron. 22:1). 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Each year on New Year’s Eve, an estimated one million people gather in New York City to 

watch “the ball” drop to ring in the new year. In addition, millions more in America, and many 

more around the world watch on television to celebrate the passing of one year and the arrival of 

another. It is the start of something new and the excitement is intense. 

 

Now imagine a gathering that is not an annual event, but one that has been planned for years, and 

in some way anticipated by generation after generation for nearly 500 years (see 1 Kings 6:1). 

The event is not shown on television, not posted to social media, and will be forgotten by most 

over time. However, this singular event, which occurred nearly 3000 years ago still influences 

religion, politics, and daily life to this very day. The event is the day the ark of the Lord entered 

the temple. 

 

Outline 

 

I. The people were gathered together. (1 Kings 8:1-2) 

 

A celebration can take place with few or with many people. While the dedication of the 

temple and the placing of the ark was truly an observance, the people gathered expecting 

something great to happen. After months and years of preparation, the day arrived with 

everyone ready to do their part. 

 

A. Solomon made certain that the preparations were complete. (1 Kings 7:51) 

B. The leaders were prepared to serve before the people. 

C. All the men of Israel waited (their anticipation almost certainly at a peak). 

 

II. The ark was put in place. (1 Kings 8:3-9) 

 

The ark represented the presence of the Lord. The tent of meeting was its temporary home 

although it had existed from the time of Moses. Now, with a permanent structure, the 

presence of God could have a permanent home. What could be more deserving of a 

celebration? The people could not take their eyes off the process (note the poles being seen 

from the Holy Place – v. 8). 
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A. The leaders brought the ark and holy vessels to the temple. 

B. The people offered innumerable sacrifices showing how important this day truly was. 

C. The ark was placed in the Most Holy Place with everyone as a witness. 

 

III. The Lord responded with His presence! (1 Kings 8:10-11) 

 

The people of Israel did not need an unplanned surprise to gather for this holy day. However, 

unexpected outcomes often lead to great times of celebration. The people planned for the ark 

to be put in its proper place, but when would the Lord make His presence known? What 

happened next is truly awe-inspiring. 

 

A. The cloud filled the temple. 

B. The priests were unable to serve. 

C. The glory of the Lord was fully present with the people. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

Imagine standing among the people that day and witnessing the glory of God in an almost 

unimaginable way. These descendants knew of God and how amazing He was, but how many 

had first-hand knowledge of God’s glory? For all that showed up for the dedication of the 

temple, that question was no longer relevant. 

 

Do we celebrate the acts of God? Do we have expectations that God will show Himself in a 

mighty way? Even when gathering together to worship God, do we expect to encounter Him 

corporately? Personally? God does not need us to celebrate Him, but we need to celebrate Him.  
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