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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 11: Resolved 

Potential Sermon Title: Loyal to the End 
Passage: 2 Samuel 21:15-22 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 21:1-6, 10-14 

 

David is now much older which causes him to tire more easily. His closest servants came to his 

aid in battle because they were loyal to their king even in trying times. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

What is loyalty? How is it properly defined? Loyalties to people, organizations, teams, etc., 

differ among people, so a complete understanding of loyalty cannot be defined by the objects of 

a person’s commitment. Rather loyalty must be understood by our commitment to something. In 

other words, loyalty is essentially faithfulness. 

 

Faithfulness is unwavering even if it is imperfect. We can be full of faith towards someone or 

something even when we fall short of living up to, or being let down by, whatever we have 

pledged our faith. For in the end our loyalty, our faithfulness, is tested by the level at which we 

stay true to what we claim to believe. 

 

Outline 

 

I. A leader is loyal to his or her followers. (2 Sam. 21:15-16) 

 

Before David became king, he was a mighty warrior. The people once sang that Saul killed 

his thousands while David killed tens of thousands (1 Sam. 17:7). Now, as king, David 

followed the tradition of leading the army into battle. (Remember, the incident with 

Bathsheba and Uriah happened because he did not go to battle, 2 Sam 11:1). 

 

A. David went to battle with his troops. (v. 15) 

B. David grew weary, but his presence was noticed by the troops. (v. 16) 

 

II. A leader has loyal followers. (2 Sam. 21:17) 

 

As David aged, he may have been a detriment on the battlefield because others had to watch 

out for him. But his leadership was still valued and thus, one (or many) kept an eye on David 

to protect him against the enemy. 

 

A. David’s men watched out for him when the enemy was on the attack (v. 17a) 

B. David’s men valued his leadership and wanted to keep him from endangering himself 

in the future. (v. 17b) 
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III. A leader’s success builds out of mutual loyalty. (v. 18-22) 

 

Israel’s army faced further battles and now, at their insistence, would do so without their king 

on the battlefield. Nevertheless, despite their leader not being physically present, they 

realized his importance in their success. Similarly, David trusted his army to win the battles, 

yet remain true to his leadership. The Bible records David’s name alongside that of those 

who fought because the victory was to be shared by all. 

 

A. David’s men continued to fight against the Philistines although they had sworn he 

would not go to battle with them any longer. (v. 18, 19, and 20 point to a new war) 

B. David’s men continually defeated the Philistines, but David received credit as well 

because he was their leader. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

Loyalty to tradition, to other people (whether friends, servants, or “co-workers”), and country, 

are seen in this short passage. True loyalty, or faithfulness, will show itself in the end. The 

question we must each consider is when the end comes to what will we remain faithful? More 

importantly, knowing that our Leader will always be faithful to us, when our life ends, will we be 

found faithful to Jesus? 
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