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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 10:  Averted 

Potential Sermon Title: Choosing the Right Portion   
Passage: Psalm 73 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 20:1-2, 14-21 

 

The Bible calls Sheba a worthless man (2 Sam. 20:1), but does not give a direct explanation of 

why he should be considered worthless. One possibility relates to the words he said about having 

no portion in David. His desires led him to rebel against David, but rather than finding worth, he 

found death. Like Sheba, the desires of many may seem to help them “get ahead,” but ultimately 

it is only those whose portion is the Lord that are victorious in the end.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Most everyone has over-indulged. Perhaps the indulgence was food. Perhaps it was shopping. 

Perhaps it was getting into a relationship too deep and too fast. Whatever the case, sometimes we 

do not know when to stop. We may feel good in the moment, but eventually we regret our over-

indulgence. 

 

Besides over-indulging in our portions, another danger is simply taking the wrong portion. For 

instance, consider someone who happens to sit down at the wrong seat at a table where the food 

was already served. In such a case, the moment might be awkward, but overall, the situation is 

likely innocuous. However, if someone were to take the wrong medicine, the result could be 

deadly. Knowing which portion to take as well as how much to take can be critical in living a full 

and healthy life. The same is true in our relationship to God. 

 

Outline 

 

I. The temptation to choose the earthly portion. (Psa. 73:1-15) 

 

The psalmist (Asaph, one of the worship leaders appointed by David, see 1 Chron. 6:31, 39), 

admits he was tempted by what he saw around him – evil with no retribution and pride that 

goes unchecked – while he struggled to remain pure for God. 

 

A. Asaph almost stumbled due to envy. (1-3) 

B. Asaph described the “easy” life of the wicked. (4-12) 

C. Asaph admits he felt his efforts to resist seemed in vain. (13-15) 

 

II. The truth that awaits choosing the wrong portion. (Psa. 73:16-22) 

 

The challenge for Asaph was his line of sight. The beginning of the psalm has him focused 

on seeing what others have, what they receive, and how they live. Once he separated himself 

from their midst and focused on God, Asaph was able to see matters from an eternal 

perspective. 
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A. Asaph realized his need for objective reflection. (16-17) 

B. Asaph realized earthly pleasures will pass “like a dream.” (18-20) 

C. Asaph realized his sin before the Lord. (21-22) 

 

III. The blessing of choosing God as our true portion. (Psa. 73:23-28) 

 

Ultimately, Asaph does not speak of what he might gain, but who is with him. His focus 

turned from the perceived pleasures of health and wealth to the pure pleasure of being with 

God. In Asaph’s words: 

 

A. I am continually, and will be eternally, with you. (23-24) 

B. I have nothing besides you. (25-26) 

C. The faithful will perish, but I will stay near to God and tell of His works. (27-28) 

 

Conclusion 
 

In a very real sense, sin is seeking pleasure in the wrong portion. We may often be tempted by 

the wrong portion (e.g. the tree in the Garden; or for David, the wife of another; or for Sheba, the 

power of another). In fact, the Ten Commandments are, in part, recognizing the proper portion 

due (i.e. the commandments toward God) and to whom the portion is due (the commandments 

towards others such as not stealing or murdering others). 

 

Like Asaph, we must learn to consider God as our portion, not because of what we might get 

from Him, but because of who He is. When we allow Him to be our portion, we not only reveal 

His worth to us, but we also open to door to understand our worth to Him. 
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