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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 8: Deposed   

Potential Sermon Title:  Playing Games, Part 2 
Passage: 2 Samuel 15, 18 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 15:10-16, 24-30 

 

Having returned to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 14:24; 28), Absalom gained an audience with the king     

(2 Sam. 24:33) and began to conspire against David to make himself the king. David was 

temporarily removed from the throne as Absalom won the hearts of the people, but eventually he 

died while leading Israel’s army against those faithful to David. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Joab’s ploy was seemingly helpful to Absalom, but it certainly did not hurt Joab’s cause with the 

king (or with Absalom). Absalom was deeply involved in the game now and, as such, had to 

continue to “play games” to ensure a beneficial outcome. However, deceit and game-playing are 

eventually exposed and often carry harsh consequences which, for Absalom, included death. 

 

Outline 

 

I. A Plot to be Restored (2 Sam. 14:28-33) 

 

Absalom knew that Joab had intervened to get him back to Jerusalem, but after two more 

years had passed, Absalom still had not come before the king. After trying to get Joab to 

respond, Absalom forced the issue and eventually was welcomed by David. 

 

A. Motive: To gain access to the king (2 Sam. 14:28, 32) 

B. Accomplice: Absalom’s servants (30); Joab (eventually, 33) 

C. Game: Absalom had Joab’s field set on fire to force Joab to interact with him (29-31) 

D. Result: Joab listens to Absalom who was eventually summoned to the king (32-33) 

E. Winners/Losers: Absalom won, getting an audience with the king. Joab lost his field. 

 

II. A Plot to be Received (2 Sam. 15:1-6) 

 

Having been received by the king, Absalom needed the people of Israel to rally behind him. 

Absalom established himself among the people by pretending to be a caring leader (judge) 

who would do right by anyone in Israel that had a dispute. 

 

A. Motive: Absalom needed the support of the people of Israel (v. 6) 

B. Accomplice: Absalom’s servants (v. 1) 

C. Game: Absalom pretended to be a commander of many (v. 1); he portrayed himself as 

one who cared more than the king (v. 3); he showed immense respect to those who 

approached him (v. 5) 

D. Result: “Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel” (v. 6) 

E. Winners/Losers: Absalom won the hearts of the people, making David the loser.  
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III. A Plot to be King (2 Sam. 15:7-14) 

 

Absalom now has the people behind him, but to take the throne from David directly while in 

Jerusalem would likely fail. Thus, he devises a plan to announce himself as king in Hebron 

and then return to Jerusalem further strengthened with the support of the people. 

 

A. Motive: To become king (v. 10) 

B. Accomplice: Absalom’s servants/messenger, innocent guests (10-11) 

C. Game: Absalom asked David if he could go to worship God, but used the request as a 

tactic to make himself king (7-12) 

D. Result: The people of Israel were duped into following someone they thought would 

be a worthy leader 

E. Winners/Losers: Absalom won by positioning himself to be king with David’s 

counselor (Ahithophel) at his side. Davie and his servants lost as they fled. (13-14) 

 

IV. A Plot to be Buried (2 Samuel 18:9-18) 

 

Absalom gained all he desired. But in the end, his gains were short-lived. Absalom’s death 

was necessary to restore David as God’s chosen king. All the plotting in the world could not 

keep him from being buried in a plot with a monument over it. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Absalom was masterful in his game-playing ability. He used his skills to usurp the living king 

rather than waiting for David to die. (This assumes Chileab, 2 Sam. 3:3, had already died, which 

is quite likely because his name is not mentioned elsewhere.) In doing so, over 20,000 people 

died (2 Sam. 18:7), so he could get his way. However, as one who simply plays the game, rather 

than makes it, Absalom was subject to the same rules of life as everyone else. Thus, God restored 

David as the rightful king showing He was in control. And, just as importantly for us, God is still 

in control today. 
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