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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 6: Accountable 

Potential Sermon Title: A Faithful Servant 
Passage: 2 Samuel 11 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 12:1-14 

 

2 Samuel 11 involves three warriors – David, Joab, and Uriah. Although each of these men had 

different responsibilities (David as king, Joab as commander, Uriah as soldier), each generally 

served his leader faithfully. For David, this faithfulness is severely tested in 2 Samuel 11, but 

ultimately, he showed his faithfulness to God when he repented. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Success. The word conjures up many thoughts. We can debate what the nature of success, how 

one achieves success, or even the benefits of being successful. But for the Christian, the question 

must be, “How does God define success?” This question may also generate a good deal of debate 

based upon how well or how much someone does something. But the simplest answer to the 

question can be found in one word – faithfulness. Second Samuel 11 reveals great deal about 

faithfulness: toward man and toward God. It should also serve as a reminder that our love for 

God is expressed by our love toward others (Mark 12:30-31; 1 John 4:20-21). 

 

Outline 

 

I. Uriah: Faithful in Duty 

 

Everything we know about Uriah shows him to be faithful to his duty. Offered the 

opportunity to be with his wife, he did not choose to be with her out of a sense of duty. The 

Bible paints a very positive picture of Uriah; we do not know any of his faults (he did get 

drunk, but only because the king made him – v. 13). Uriah was not just another soldier, he 

was one of David’s mighty men (2 Sam. 23:39). 

 

A. Uriah slept at the king’s door instead of in his own bed. (2 Sam. 11:9-11) 

B. Uriah slept with the king’s servants, but not in his own bed (2 Sam. 11:12-13) 

C. Uriah delivered a letter (his death sentence) to his commander (2 Sam. 11.14-15) 

D. Uriah fought on the frontlines as commanded (2 Sam. 11.16-17) 

 

II. Joab: Faithful in Command 

 

Joab was a faithful commander of the Israelite army. He was not always faithful to David, 

killing Abner out of revenge for having killed his brother (see 2 Sam 3:26-30). Joab was a 

nephew of David (1 Chron. 2:16) and one of the mighty men of David (2 Sam. 23.18-19). 
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A. Joab was faithful to send Uriah home. (2 Sam. 11:6) 

B. Joab was faithful to send Uriah to die. (2 Sam. 11:16-21) 

C. Joab was faithful in command, but to his own end (He tried to gain favor with 

Absalom to maintain his power after David was no longer king. See 2 Sam. 14.) 

 

III. David: Faithful in the end. 

 

The depiction of David until this story is of a man who is faithful to both man and God. He is 

a mighty warrior and has become a mighty king. But, like all of us, he is not perfect. The 

story of David and Bathsheba reminds us that all of us are capable of sin (1 Cor. 10:12). 

David knew of the mercies of God for those who fail and repent. Thankfully, this same story 

provides us with a model of repentance. We may fall in the middle, but we can still be 

faithful in the end. 

 

A. David’s lack of fidelity led to a plan of deceit. (2 Sam 11:1-6) 

B. David’s lack of integrity led to additional sin. (2 Sam. 11:12-13, 15) 

C. David’s dedication to God led him to repent. (2 Sam. 12:13; Psa. 51) 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

The writer of Hebrews declared that we cannot please God without faith (Hebr. 11:6). So if 

acting on faith pleases God, we must consider being faithful important in God’s definition of 

success. Each of us, despite our flaws and our sins, can be found faithful in the end when we 

seek forgiveness from the One in whom we place our trust. We can be certain of this truth 

because Jesus has always been faithful – from beginning to end.  
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