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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 5: Valued  

Potential Sermon Title: More than Nice  
Passage: 2 Samuel 9:1-13 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 9 

 

David extended kindness to Mephibosheth because of his relationship to Jonathan but also 

because David was kind. Anyone can be nice, at least for a time, but kindness runs deeper; it is a 

part of our core. Paul shared that kindness is an expression of love (1 Cor. 13) and is evident as 

fruit of God’s Spirit within us (Gal. 5). 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Many parents have told their child(ren) to “be nice.” The phrase is meant to encourage (or warn) 

a child that a certain type of behavior is expected in a certain setting. The idea of being nice is 

effectively meant as a way of saying “get along with others.” As such, the idea of being nice is 

passive and can be faked for a period of time. 

 

On the other hand, the notion of being kind requires action. Being kind is a part of one’s 

character and is expressed in being helpful or considerate towards others. People may be able to 

fake kindness for a while, but eventually, their true nature will be exposed. 

 

Outline 

 

David exhibited kindness to Mephibosheth because of his affection for Jonathan. No one asked 

or demanded that David be nice; rather, David was kind because that was his nature. David’s 

desire to be kind is evident throughout the passage and shows him to truly be a man after God’s 

own heart. 

 

I. David showed kindness. 

A. For Jonathan’s sake (2 Sam. 9:1) – David talked to others 

1. David asked the question of those who provide him counsel (“they” in v. 2) 

2. Ziba provided information for David to show his kindness (vv.3-4) 

B. For the sake of your father – David talked to Mephibosheth 

1. David told Mephibosheth why he desired to be kind to him. (v. 7) 

2. Mephibosheth was extended the honor of eating at the king’s table (vv. 7, 13) 

3. Ziba and his family became servants of Mephibosheth (vv. 9-12) 

 

II. David showed the kindness of God. (2 Sam. 9:3) 

A. David’s kindness was a reflection of God’s love. (1 Cor. 13:4) 

B. David did not owe Mephibosheth anything, but honored him nonetheless. (a place at 

the table) 

C. Mephibosheth could do little for David, but David respected him nonetheless. 

(returning his land) 
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III. We can show kindness because of God’s Spirit. 

A. True kindness is a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22) 

B. True kindness cannot be faked, because it is a part of who we are. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

Being nice and being kind are not the same idea. How nice we are is based upon the perception 

of others whereas the nature of our kindness is ultimately evaluated by God. For instance, many 

in Jesus’ day would not likely have considered Him nice (ex: calling people vipers, Matt, 23:33; 

turning over tables in the temple, Matt. 21:12), but His benevolent nature was evident in 

everything He did. 

 

David showed extraordinary kindness to the son of a deceased friend for the sake of that friend. 

David intentionally acted out of the goodness of his heart to share what he had with another. 

 

Likewise, God showed us extraordinary kindness by the giving of His Son. We have been shown 

this kindness, in part, so that we might share what we have with others as well. 
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