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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 4: Established  

Potential Sermon Title: The Promise  
Passage: 2 Samuel 7:12 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 7:8-21 

 

God’s promise to provide an heir for David is one of the great prophesies in Scripture. Although 

David’s son Solomon was to be a part of the fulfillment (building the temple for God), the 

grander fulfillment is found in Jesus. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Our lives are full of assumptions. We assume we will wake up tomorrow. We assume we will eat 

later today. You may even assume this sermon will come to an end at some point. The point is 

we all make assumptions – many of which are harmless and are the result of routine or habits. 

But do we also make assumptions about God and His actions? 

 

The Bible says that Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebr. 13:8). Likewise, 

in Malachi 3:6, God says, “For I the Lord do not change...” Therefore, we can trust God’s 

promises (see also Titus 1:2), but how and when He decides to fulfill His promises are up to 

Him. As tempting as it may be to impose our thoughts upon God, we must avoid assuming God 

will act exactly as we might expect. Even when circumstances seem to contradict themselves, 

God’s promises will not be compromised. 

 

Outline 

 

I. A Promise Made (2 Sam. 7:12) 

 

The Bible contains numerous promises from God. God never makes a promise lightly. We 

may forget promises we make to one another, and may even forget promised God has made 

to us, but God will not forget and will bring each of His promises to pass. 

 

A. David was promised an heir to his throne. 

B. The promise would not be seen by David. 

C. The promise was not forgotten by Israel (see Matt. 22:41-46). 

 

II. A Promise Challenged (Jer. 22:30) 

 

Over time the kings of Israel and Judah became increasingly corrupt (with a few exceptions). 

First, the kingdom was divided, and later each nation was taken into captivity. But the 

corruption caused God to make another promise which seemingly undermines His earlier 

promise to David. 
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A. Jehoiachin was king of Judah when Babylon captured Jerusalem (Jer. 22) 

B. God said no offspring of Jehoiachin (also Coniah, vv. 24, 28) would be king after 

him. 

C. Jechoniah (another name for the same person) is listed in Joseph’s genealogy     

(Matt. 1:11-12). 

 

III. A Promise Kept 

 

The last king of Judah was a descendent of David, but not the only one. God’s promise is that 

David would have a descendant upon the throne forever, but God did not specify that the 

King would be from the line of kings which followed David. 

 

A. A Descendant from the line of David (2 Samuel 7:12, 16) 

B. The Son of Joseph – yes, but also the son of Mary (Luke 3:31 reveals Nathan) 

C. Nathan, the third son born to David in Jerusalem (2 Sam. 5:14; 1 Chron. 3:5) 

 

Conclusion 
 

David made an assumption that he was to build a house for God; however, God’s plan was the 

opposite – for God to build the house of David (2 Sam. 7:11). But even with this plan being 

promised, the fulfillment was not as it may have been expected; rather, the fulfillment was 

through a forgotten son – forgotten by man, but not by God. 

 

Likewise, we should not consider ourselves forgotten by God. No record is given that Nathan 

knew He was someone extraordinarily special. He may have been the older brother of Solomon, 

but it is Solomon who received the accolades. Likewise, many people today feel overlooked and 

unwanted and, therefore, assume God has no purpose for them. Since God knew of Nathan’s 

purpose nine hundred or so years before anyone else did, we can be assured that He has a 

purpose for you as well. We do not get to choose the how or when God may use us, but we can 

stand ready, and be faithful knowing He will use us when the time is right.  
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