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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 3: Celebrated  

Potential Sermon Title: Unwelcome Leadership 
Passage: Mark 6.1-6 

 
 

Connection to Passage 

 

David was chosen by God to be king and eventually all the tribes embraced him as their king. 

However, not all leaders are accepted by the masses and some are not welcome at all. In contrast 

to David, Jesus returned to His hometown after performing many miracles, but was not 

welcomed. Instead the reaction of the people kept Jesus from doing any miracles in their midst. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

The Israelites rallied around David as he did mighty deeds with the blessing of the Lord. Jesus 

also did many mighty deeds, but many remained skeptical. The fact is that David is dead, but is 

still revered by many; Jesus is alive, but is still rejected by most. 

 

In the first five chapters of Mark, Jesus performed many miracles. These miracles brought many 

followers – most of whom were miracle-mongers or those trying to discredit Jesus. But Jesus 

wasn’t looking to lead the masses; His desire was and is to lead the faithful. 

 

Outline 

 

I. Despite what Jesus did, many still did not understand. 

 

Many people followed Jesus physically, but most were not interesting in Jesus leading them. 

Therefore, Jesus only revealed the intimate details of His coming to those closest to Him. 

 

A. Leaders must communicate to everyone, but the details are reserved for those who are 

committed to the cause. In the midst of telling parables, Jesus took time to give an 

explanation to those closest to Him. (Mark 4:10) 

B. Leaders must be themselves, even if others want something different. People did not 

perceive Jesus to be the leader they expected. (Mark 4:12 references Isaiah 6:9). 

C. Leaders must look for opportunities where progress can be made. Jesus still taught 

and did miracles among most crowds because they did not outright reject Him. 

 

II. Despite what Jesus did, many still did not believe. 

 

The religious leaders followed Jesus, simply doing due diligence. They could not make sense 

of what He was doing. His hometown, on the other hand, already knew about the boy born to 

Mary; they did not need to know anything further about this man who certainly was 

unworthy to follow. 
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A. Other leaders will be skeptical of someone new. Mark 2:1-10 shows the leaders 

observing without making any accusations or even speaking verbally. Their 

skepticism soon became accusation (Mark 3: 22). 

B. A leader’s past may prevent some from following. Even after Jesus astonished them 

with His teaching (Mark 6:2), they still mocked Him as the son of Mary (not Joseph). 

(It is possible that Joseph was deceased and therefore not mentioned, but with other 

male names mentioned, it is quite possible that the people were mocking Jesus as one 

whose father was not known.) 

C. A leader’s effectiveness can be limited by the reaction of others. Jesus limited what 

He did because of the disbelief of the people (Mark 6:5-6). 

 

III. Despite what Jesus did, many still do not believe. 

 

Mark 6:5 says Jesus could not do any miracles because the people lacked faith. But the 

greatest miracle did not require faith to happen; rather, it requires faith to embrace. Those 

who embrace Jesus will have the opportunity to know Him and be His true followers.  

 

A. Crowds followed David because of what he did, but crowds will always ask “What 

have you done (for me) lately? (Eventually, David was deposed as king for a short 

time and much of Israel followed his son.) 

B. The crowds who once followed Jesus, ceased doing so after His death, thinking all 

hope was gone. What they missed was that Jesus is the Hope (1 Pet. 1:3-6). 

C. We have a choice in whom to follow as well. Our response must be “What can we do 

for our leader?” 

 

Conclusion 
 

God has gifted many people as leaders. Just as David honored Saul’s position as king, we can 

honor leaders for who they are and what they have done. However, our ultimate leader is Jesus, 

and our response is to heed His call to “Follow Me.” Our focus must be on remaining faithful to 

Jesus for who He is, not for what He can do for us. May we be like Isaiah, who willing went to 

those who did not understand nor believe (Is. 6:9). 
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