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2 Samuel Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 2: Crowned  

Potential Sermon Title: Seeking Reconciliation 
Passage: 2 Samuel 3 

 
 

Connection to 2 Samuel 3 

 

God chose David to be king over Israel, but after Saul’s death the house of Saul continued to 

claim the throne. Eventually, Abner, the commander of Saul’s army, made peace with David 

helping David become king over all of Israel. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Relationships are one of the greatest gifts God has given humanity. Many relationships may be 

quite strong, but as good as any relationship might be, all relationships carry challenges. The 

challenge can partly be attributed to each of us having different desires. When desires are in 

conflict, people are in conflict. However, a part of God’s gift of relationships is the gift of 

reconciliation. Some may consider reconciliation impossible in certain circumstances or with 

certain people. But God reconciled those who were least worthy (us) to Himself who is most 

worthy (Himself). It took a mighty act to make such reconciliation possible, but if we can be 

reconciled to God, we can certainly be reconciled with one another. 

 

In 2 Samuel, we find an attempt at reconciliation, not just of people, but of a divided nation. 

However, the passage also reveals that some will resist any attempt to reconcile. What was true 

in the time of David remains true today. 

 

Outline 

 

I.  Reconciliation requires a first step. (2 Sam 3.12-19) 

 

Reconciliation is impossible until someone first realizes a need to reconcile and then acts on 

it. Many people may see a need, but refuse to act because of shame, fear, or any number of 

negative responses. The process may not always be smooth, and may require give and take, 

but a genuine and persistent effort can provide the necessary healing. 

 

A. Abner sent messengers to David. (v.12) 

1. He was the commander of Saul’s army (v. 6) 

2. The newly crowned son of Saul, Ish-bosheth, was afraid of Abner’s power. 

B. Abner asked for a promise from David who agreed with a stipulation. 

1. The stipulation was meant to fulfill a promise Saul made David (1 Sam. 

18:25-27) 

2. Saul’s son, the “opposing” king actually fulfilled the request 
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II. Reconciliation requires an open mind. 

 

Initial attempts to reconcile may meet resistance, but once the possibilities are understood, it 

is often begins to move swiftly. Overcoming prejudices and hostility is not easy, but short-

term sacrifices can often lead to long-term rewards. 

  

A. Abner saw an opportunity, which in part was due to a weak king (Ish-bosheth). 

B. David was open to Abner’s request. 

1. A feast was arranged. 

2. Abner promised the allegiance of all of Israel. 

 

III. Reconciliation requires a firm resolve. (vv. 22-30) 

Not everyone will welcome the idea of reconciliation. Jealousy, bitterness, skepticism, 

hatred, etc. will cause some to challenge any attempt of reconciliation. For instance, 

while David appreciated the efforts of Abner, welcoming the opportunity to restore Israel 

to one nation, Joab remained hostile towards Abner for having killed his brother (2 Sam. 

2:18-23). 

 

A. Joab heard about David and Abner and sent messengers for Abner to return. 

B. Joab killed Abner as a measure of revenge. (2 Sam. 2.18-28) 

C. Abner may not have lived to see the kingdom re-united, but without his efforts, 

David’s reign would likely have been far different. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Many people love the idea of peace. But to truly be at peace requires a measure of reconciliation. 

Whether peace is being sought between two or more people, families, communities, or even 

nations, finding common ground can be difficult. Satisfying all demands may require sacrifice. 

 

Both risk (Abner) and openness (David) were required to heal a divided nation. Ultimately, the 

reconciliation happened but not before Abner was killed. Although his death was not intended 

nor expected, the risk Abner took paved the way for Israel to be a united nation once more. 

 

Jesus, on the other hand, knew His death was required to secure reconciliation for humanity with 

God. All of the demands of God were met by Jesus’ death and His resurrection reveals the nature 

of the abundant life for those who are reconciled to God. Certainly, many scoff at Jesus, are 

skeptical of His life and purpose, and ridicule those who follow Him, but their reactions do not 

negate the effects of God’s offer for us to be reconciled to Him. 
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