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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 12: Set Free  

Sermon Title: A Living Death 
Passage: Leviticus 13:45-46 (13:1—14:32) 

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

The dreaded disease leprosy is symbolic of sin. What leprosy does to a person physically, sin 

does even worse spiritually. Just as the leper went to the priest for healing, the sinner turns to 

Christ, the only One who can pronounce a sinner clean and forgiven.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Some diagnoses are more dreaded than others, but none seem to compare to leprosy. The greatest 

issue may not be the actual disease but the seclusion required. The disease was more than a slow 

death; it was as if the person were dead already. They were the living dead. God gave Moses 

specific details about how to address the disease. These details for lepers under the law remind 

us of sin and how it can be addressed under grace.  

 

Outline 
 
I. Deterioration  

a) A leprous person was declared unclean (Lev. 13:44). Even a small spot was enough to 

render the person a victim of the disease. 

b) We are all sinners (Rom. 3:23). Sin is sin. To break one commandment is to be as guilty 

as if we broke all of them. To break God’s law was to be put under the curse of the law 

(Gal. 3:10). The unrepentant sinner is under condemnation. 

 

II. Separation 

a) The leper was subject to separation as well, forced to dwell outside the Israelite camp 

(Lev. 13:46). 

b) Likewise, lost people are separated from Christ and forced to live outside the body of the 

redeemed. Upon death, apart from salvation in Christ they will abide in hell, eternally 

separated from God (Luke 16:26).  

 

III. Confession 

a) Those who were declared leprous by the priest were instructed to tear their clothes, 

uncover their heads, cover their mouths, and cry out the warning, “Unclean! Unclean!” 

(Lev. 13:45).  

b) Under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, those condemned by sin must come humbly 

before the Lord, confess their sins (Rom. 10:9), and “put on” (Rom. 13:14) Christ, the 

only means of salvation.  
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IV. Restoration 

a) As the cleansing process unfolds, the administering priest went outside the camp to see if 

the leper had been healed (Lev. 14:3). Likewise, cleansing from sins begins with Christ’s 

going forth. God makes the first move through the wooing of the Holy Spirit. No one 

comes to Christ without first being drawn by the Father (John 6:44).    

b) Upon arriving, the priest provided two birds as an offering, one to be sacrificed and the 

other to be released. (Lev. 14:4-6). This symbolizes the gospel of Christ. Like the first 

bird, Christ was offered as a sacrifice for others. Like the second bird, Christ lived, 

coming forth from the grave and ascending to the Father.  

c) The priest took blood from the dead bird and sprinkled it seven times on the one cleansed 

(Lev. 14:7). Only the shed blood of Christ can cleanse people from their sins. 

d) The priest then pronounced the leper clean (Lev. 14:7). Only God, based on the sacrifice 

of His Son, can declare us clean. 

e) The cleansed leper then would wash his clothes, shave his head, and bathe in water (Lev. 

14:8). Although we can't earn salvation, we can certainly provide evidence of it through 

our works (Eph. 2:8-10). 

f) After the sprinkling, washing, and shaving, the cleansed leper could then return into the 

camp (Lev. 14:8). With our sin confessed and cleansed, we can draw nigh unto God (Ps. 

24:3-5) and enjoy sweet communion with His people. 

g) Finally, the priest applied blood from the guilt offering to the ear, hand, and foot of the 

one cleansed (Lev. 14:8-10). Not only are we cleansed from sin when saved, but we are 

baptized and sealed by the Spirit as well. 

 

Conclusion   
 

When a person is cured from a dreaded disease, we celebrate with them. Sin, on the other hand, 

doesn't go into remission on this fallen planet on which we live. Our only hope is to trust in 

Christ and experience the cleansing that only He can provide. 
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