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Psalms Sermon Series 
Supports Session 3: The Shepherd 

Sermon Title: Living Life with the Shepherd 
Passage: Psalm 23:1-6  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

God is faithful, good, and trustworthy. He always loves and protects His sheep. In Psalm 23, 

David transitioned from talking about the Shepherd to talking to the Shepherd.   

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

People frequently hear Psalm 23 at funerals. Many pastors read Psalm 23 at every funeral they 

preach. As people grieve and face loss, Psalm 23 comforts, confirms, and challenges. It’s a 

healing Word to a hurting soul.  

 

David’s message also applies to the living. God’s people need a shepherd to guide and protect 

them. Psalm 23 is about knowing, following, and worshiping the good Shepherd. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Know the Shepherd in a Personal Way (Ps. 23:1) 

Jesus is the perfect, sinless Son of God. He left the glories of heaven, came to earth, took 

on human flesh, died a horrific death, and paid our sin debt in full (Phil. 2:5-8). In a day 

of spiritual confusion, Jesus wants us to know Him, not just about Him. It’s imperative 

that God’s servants proclaim (with urgency) the difference between religion and a 

relationship. Jesus is knowable and personal! 

a. Jesus is the Savior.  

i. He is the only way to be saved (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

ii. He came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). 

b. Sin is a barrier. 

i. Every person has sinned and missed the mark (Rom. 3:23).  

ii. Sin does come with significant costs and consequences (Rom. 6:23a).  

c. Salvation is a gift. 

i. God gave His Son to rescue and redeem rebellious and lost people (John 

3:16).  

ii. Salvation is a gift from God, not to be earned or purchased (Eph. 2:8-9).  

 

II. Follow the Shepherd in an Intimate Way (Ps. 23:1-6) 

David revealed intimate details about his relationship with the Shepherd. His walk with 

the Lord was intimate, not distant. Believers live dangerously when they lag behind the 

Shepherd’s leadership. Are you living close enough to the good Shepherd to hear His 

voice? Intimacy with the Lord leads to safety and maturity. What do we know about the 

Shepherd?  
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a. He provides (Ps. 23:1-2). 

i. Instead of emptiness, needs are met (Phil. 4:13). 

b. He restores (Ps. 23:3).  

i. Instead of stress, rest is promised (Matt. 11:28).  

c. He leads (Ps. 23:3).  

i. Instead of confusion, direction is guaranteed (Prov. 3:5-6).  

d. He comforts (Ps. 23:4). 

i. Instead of neglect, involvement is promised (Josh. 1:8).  

e. He protects (Ps. 23:5). 

i. Evil is defeated, not ignored (Dan. 3:16-18). 

f. He heals (Ps. 23:5). 

i. Pain is temporal, not eternal (Rev. 21:1-4).  

g. He pursues (Ps. 23:6). 

i. Jesus is consistent, not changing (Heb. 13:8).  

 

III. Worship the Shepherd in a Glorious Way (Ps. 23:6)   

Heaven remains a favorite subject for many people. Pop culture and sometimes church 

people can have a distorted view of heaven. God’s people don’t sit on clouds, play harps, 

and eat angel food cake. Heaven is about worship, service, and fellowship. Many people 

ask, “How should family members and friends respond to the death of a loved one?” 

Psalm 23 provides answers.    

a. It’s powerful to share stories. 

i. Talk about a person’s relationship with Jesus. Use Zacchaeus’s conversion 

story as an example (Luke 19:1-10). 

ii. Share ways he or she lived for Jesus and served Him (Eph. 2:10).  

b. It’s okay to grieve. 

i. Believers grieve with hope (1 Thess. 4:13).  

ii. Abraham, Joseph, and Jesus wept at the death of loved ones and friends 

(Gen. 23:1-2; 50:1; John 11:35).   

c. It’s healthy to ask questions. 

i. What is heaven going to be like?  

ii. What will we do in heaven? 

iii. Will I see my loved ones again in heaven? 

iv. Do I know that Jesus Christ is my Shepherd?  

 

Conclusion 
 

Our culture and churches need to hear the personal words of Psalm 23. David delivered a 

timeless message for troubled times. Thank the Lord for a message that teaches us how to live 

life with the Shepherd!         
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