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Psalms Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: The Past 

Sermon Title: The Stakes Are High! 
Passage: Psalm 78:5-8  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

The past is a great classroom. God expects His people to learn from the past—the mistakes of 

previous generations don’t need to be repeated.     

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

We have heard the statement that silence is golden. But what happens to individuals, families, 

churches, cities, and nations when God’s people stay silent, refusing to tell the next generation 

about God’s goodness, faithfulness, and righteousness? First, the consequences are predictable. 

In Galatians 6:7, Paul said, “Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a person sows 

he will also reap.” Second, the stakes are high. Judges 2:10 reads, “Another generation rose up 

who did not know the LORD or the works he had done for Israel.” You and I can’t disobey God 

and ignore the next generation!  

 

Outline 
 

I. God Unveiled His Divine Revelation (Ps. 78:5a) 

God reveals His way and will to us through the Bible, the Holy Spirit, prayer, 

circumstances, and other people. As we read, study, and meditate on the Word, we’re 

looking into God’s face. As Paul stated, “All Scripture is inspired by God” (2 Tim. 3:16). 

Let’s shout hallelujah because our God isn’t silent!  

a. The Bible is authoritative and reliable (Heb. 4:12). 

i. The Holy Spirit used human authors (2 Pet. 1:20-21).  

ii. The Word of the Lord is eternal (1 Pet. 1:24-25).   

b. The Bible is nourishment for spiritual growth (1 Cor. 3:1-4; Heb. 5:11-14).  

i. Read the Word (Neh. 8:8).  

ii. Study the Word (2 Tim. 2:15). 

iii. Mediate on the Word (Ps. 1:2). 

iv. Memorize the Word (Ps. 119:11). 

v. Obey the Word (Jas. 1:22).  

vi. Preach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2).    

 

II. God Explained Our Daily Responsibility (Ps. 78:5b-6)  

Knowing and following Jesus comes with responsibilities. We’re responsible to grow in 

Christ, to engage people with the gospel, to participate in the Great Commission, to stay 

active in a local church, and to lead our families to be Christ-centered. Generations of 

people are affected when believers ignore their God-given responsibilities.   

a. The Bible is filled with commands, not suggestions.  

i. Making disciples isn’t optional (Matt. 28:18-20). 

ii. Teaching children is mandated (Eph. 6:4). 
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b. The Christian faith is personal, not private.  

i. Teach the faith by words (Deut. 6:4-9). 

ii. Share the faith by actions (1 Pet. 3:15).  

 

III. God Revealed His Desired Results (Ps. 78:7-8) 

Ministry results come from God, not from us. God forbid that His servants would 

manipulate or manufacture decisions or results. However, obedience always leads to 

blessings, while disobedience always ends with regrets. In order for the next generation 

to love God and be obedient to Him, we need do what He commands and trust the Spirit 

to produce the desired results. 

a. God wants the next generation to know Him. 

i. Know God’s Word (Ps. 71:17). 

ii. Know God’s will (Ps. 71:18).  

b. God calls the next generation to obey Him.  

i. Trust the Lord (Ps. 78:7a).  

ii. Remember the Lord (Ps. 78:7b).  

iii. Obey the Lord (Ps. 78:7c).  

iv. Glorify the Lord (Ps. 78:8).  

 

Conclusion 
 

Are we reaching the next generation? As churches equip parents and members to reach the next 

generation, we may use different methods, but the message must never change. Therefore, 

change must be embraced and welcomed, not resisted. As we relate with children and students in 

our homes, churches, schools, and neighborhoods, let’s remember that the stakes are high! 
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