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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 11: Set Apart  

Sermon Title: The Danger of Disobedience 
Passage: Leviticus 10:1-5 

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

As children of God, we are set apart and held to a higher standard of commitment and obedience.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Children want to do things for themselves. They want to cut their own hot dogs, write their own 

names, and open their gifts. Most parents also want their children to grow and do things on their 

own, to become independent. But problems can arise when children’s want to’s and parents’ 

experience collide. There are reasons we set boundaries for our children. God also allows His 

children to have freedom, but within that freedom are boundaries. Nadab and Abihu, priestly 

sons of Aaron, learned that lesson the hard way while presenting an offering before the Lord in 

the tabernacle.  

 

Outline 
 
I. A Privileged Position (Lev. 10:1a) 

a) With Moses and Aaron as spiritual mentors, Nadab and Abihu experienced an upbringing 

centered on the training and admonition of the Lord. 

b) These two had been set apart for special service to God and His people. 

c) Christians are set apart for service and are held to the highest of standards. 

 

II. A Careless Act (Lev. 10:1b) 

a) Had privilege gone to the two priests’ heads? Apparently acting out of selfishness and 

rebellion, Nadab and Abihu used unauthorized fire when making their offering. 

b) In doing so, they rejected the fire of God which burned on the altar. 

c) Do Nadab and Abihu not point to the masses that depend upon unqualified works of the 

flesh rather than on the righteousness of Jesus Christ? 

 

III. A Tragic Demise (Lev. 10:2) 

a) As a result of their disobedience, Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord whom they 

claimed to serve. The fire from which they should have drawn turned out to be that which 

destroyed them. 

b) Counterfeit followers of Christ will ultimately receive judgment instead of mercy from 

the Savior they pretend to serve. They too will be doomed to eternal fire that awaits those 

who experience the second death (Rev. 20:14-15). 

 

IV. A Disturbing Sight (Lev. 10:5) 

a) Upon the command of Moses, the charred corpses of Nadab and Abihu were carried 

outside the camp. There is no forgiveness for the one who denies and blasphemes the 

Lord (Num. 15:30, Matt. 12:30-32). 



© LifeWay Christian Resources  LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

 

b) Nadab and Abihu were still in their tunics. Their priestly garments clothed them yet did 

not protect them. Those who clothe themselves with empty professions as opposed to the 

eternal, protective blood of Christ await a future of judgment and doom. 

 

V. A List of Lessons 

a) The faith of parents is not transferrable to their children. We must all possess a faith in 

Christ of our own. 

b) God's laws are non-negotiable. 

c) To obey the Lord is better than offering ritual sacrifices (1 Sam. 15:22). 

d) Taking shortcuts with God has major ramifications. 

e) What seems minor to us is major with God. We must be faithful, even in the seemingly 

small matters. 

f) God's judgment is often swifter and more severe than we might imagine. 

g) We must be holy because God is holy (1 Pet. 1:16). 

 

Conclusion 
   

Many football coaches today call the plays to be run by the offense. There is some freedom for 

the quarterback on the field to adjust the play based on the defense, but even within that 

adjustment are limits. If the quarterback insists on going his own way and ignoring the plays 

called by the coach, he should not expect to be playing quarterback for long. As long as we insist 

on setting the rules and calling the plays in our lives, we set ourselves up for disappointment, 

discouragement, and the possibility of disaster. Learning God’s way and obediently embracing it 

is the only path to abundant life. 
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