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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 10: Set Before  

Sermon Title: The Sin Offering 
Passage: Leviticus 4:1-12 

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

To gain forgiveness for his transgressions, as well as those of the people, the priest administered 

a “sin” offering at the altar of the tabernacle.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

God allowed His only Son Jesus to die in our place by execution on a cross. Through this 

sacrifice, Christ shed His blood that our sins might be forgiven. But why? What qualified Him, 

and why was there no other way? The basis of Christ’s sacrifice is found in the sin offering, 

revealing some deep truths about the salvation provided by Jesus.  

 

Outline 

 

I. A Bull Without Defect (Lev. 4:3). 

(goats, doves, and pigeons were also used under different circumstances) 

a) The bull selected must possess no physical deformities.  

b) Jesus alone, the blameless One, qualified to pay the price for the transgressions of 

mankind. “He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21).  

 

II. The Offerer Identified with the Offering (Lev. 4:4).  

a) Indicating that he was not personally immune to sin and needed to be included in the 

offering, the priest placed his hand on the head of the bull.  

b) No one is exempt from sin, including every church leader and teacher. My personal sins 

must be confessed and forgiven before I dare to speak before or minister to those under 

my care.  

 

III. The Offering Must Die (Lev. 4:4).  

a) The priest was instructed to “slaughter” the offering.  

b) Although Christ was beaten on our behalf, that alone would not atone for sin. He had to 

die so that we might live.  

 

IV. Blood Offered Before the Lord (Lev. 4:6-7).  

a) The priest took blood from the bull and sprinkled it seven times before the Lord. Seven is 

a number of completeness and signifies total forgiveness.  

b) What remained of the blood was put before the veil, on the altar of incense, and at the 

base of the altar.  

c) It has been suggested that the order in which the blood was applied is an indication that 

salvation begins with God and then goes out to sinful humanity.  
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V. Fat Burned on the Altar (Lev. 4:8-10).  

a) The smoke produced from the fat burning on the altar provided a “pleasing aroma to the 

Lord” (Lev. 4:31).  

b) As hideous and tragic as it was, Jesus’ death on the cross provided atonement, thereby 

satisfying or pleasing the requirements for our sin.  

c) As members of a royal priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9), we can offer up a pleasing aroma to the 

Lord through our prayers and holy lives (Ps. 141:2, Rev. 5:8, 8:4).  

 

VI. Remains of the Offering Taken “Outside the Camp” (Lev. 4:12, Heb. 13:11).  

a) The removal of the remains of the offering from the tabernacle to an offsite location 

further underscored God’s hatred of sin.  

b) Once tried, condemned, and beaten, Jesus was taken “outside the gate” (Heb. 13:12), 

where He suffered and died on our behalf.  

c) Jewish Christians were challenged to go “outside the camp” (Heb. 13:13), bearing any 

suffering that might come as a result of their allegiance to Christ.  

d) Likewise, believers today must be willing to bear the reproach necessary to demonstrate a 

witness and bring others to Jesus.  

 

VII. The Glorious Results of the Offering 

a) Forgiveness of sin (Lev. 4:26).  

i) The blood presented provided forgiveness for the priest and people.  

ii) The blood of Christ paved the way for our forgiveness (Heb. 9:22).  

b) Access to God 

No longer is there a need for a priest. We are priests and thus have confidence to enter the 

most holy place as a result of the shed blood of Jesus (Heb. 10:19).  

 

Conclusion  
 

Dr. Nelson Bell served as a medical missionary in China. On occasion, he donated blood to his 

own patients, because the Chinese would not donate their blood. Blood, the Chinese explained, 

“is handed down from our ancestors. He who loses it in this world will not have it in the world to 

come. Who would willingly spill or waste a drop of it?” 

 

Jesus willingly “lost” His blood to provide our salvation in this world. Have you let Him apply 

His blood to your life? If so, are you utilizing the access to God that His blood provides? 
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