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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 8: Rebellion  

Sermon Title: Show Me Your Glory 
Passage: Exodus 33:12-23  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

To be effective, strong leaders must humbly submit themselves before God in prayer.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Quoted recently by two U.S. presidents, the saying "show me the money" continues to resonate 

as a pop culture motto two decades after its initial occurrence in the movie Jerry McGuire. 

Similarly, thirty-five centuries after being spoken by Moses, the prayer "show me Your glory" 

serves as the example of a petition to God. Moses prayed these words between his first and 

second receiving of the stone tablets containing the Ten Commandments. Moses’ four-prong 

request serves as a model for us as we approach the Father in prayer.  

 

Outline 

 

I. That God Would Grant His Guidance (Ex. 33:12-13)   

a) Anyone with a close connection to God will surely seek a deeper awareness of His 

presence. Just as Moses wanted to know God, Paul voiced the same spiritual desire 

centuries later (Phil. 3:10).   

b) Moses also asked that he would find favor in God’s sight.  

c) It is impossible to carry out God’s work without the knowledge and favor of God.   

 

II. That God Would Supply His Presence (Ex. 33:14-15)  

a) Giving knowledge and direction was one thing. The presence of God accompanying His 

people on their journey was another matter altogether. Realizing such, Moses said that 

the people dare not continue without an assurance that God would go before them.  

b) In addition to His presence, God promised rest. 

c) Who among us would not benefit from ceasing to strive and knowing that He is God (Ps. 

46:1)? Jesus promises rest to the weak and burdened who will submit and come to Him 

(Matt. 11:28).  

 

III. That God’s People Would Be Distinctive (Ex. 33:16-17) 

a) This was a plea for God’s people to be set apart from the pagan nations around them. 

b) As believers, we should be in the world but not of the world. We should be sensitive to 

the lost around us yet live a distinctively Christian lifestyle. We must be holy because He 

is holy (1 Pet. 1:16); salt and light in a decaying and dark world (Matt. 5:13-16). 
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IV. That God Would Show His Glory (Ex. 33:18-23) 

God promised a two-pronged answer to this petition. 

a) God’s goodness would pass before Moses (v. 19).  

i) God, who is good all the time, desires to abundantly bless His people. Every good and 

perfect gift comes from Him (Jas. 1:17). If only we would be willing vessels and open 

our hearts to the blessings He yearns to bestow upon us. “Oh that men would praise 

the Lord for his goodness" (Ps. 107:8, KJV). 

ii) Far too many see God only as demanding, judging, and stern, when He is full of 

mercy and compassion. We see that reflected as His Son ministered among the people 

(Matt. 15:32, Luke 7:13). We should never let our hearts get so cold and hard that we 

cease having compassion for the hurting and needy around us.   

b) God’s hand would protect Moses (v. 22). 

i) God’s glory is so mighty and pure that no one in the flesh can look on Him and live 

(v. 20).  

ii) The only way sinful human beings can stand blameless before a holy God is by being 

covered and protected by the blood that Christ shed on the cross. Once we have 

accepted and appropriated that, our capacity to receive and reflect His glory is 

limitless.  

 

Conclusion 
 

When Moses’ prayer concluded, God replaced the tablets and renewed His covenant with the 

people of Israel. Then Moses, coming down from the mountain with a shining face that reflected 

the glory of God, walked among the people and passed along the commandments of God (Ex. 

34:29-32).  

 

Are you living in the protective “cleft of the rock” that God provides through His Son Jesus? If 

so, are you reflecting His glory? That comes only when we spend extended time with the Lord 

and pour ourselves out before Him. 
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