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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 7: Equipped  

Sermon Title: The Ark of the Covenant 
Passage: Exodus 25:10-22  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

The ark of the covenant, the first and most holy item built for the tabernacle, served as a 

representation of God’s presence and Christ's future glory. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

Throughout the years, people have spent fortunes trying to find the ark of the covenant. Some 

believe it to be somewhere under the temple mount in Jerusalem. Some think it to be in modern-

day Ethiopia. Many other ideas exist as well. People have sought to find the ark for various 

reasons and not all are noble. The ark points us to Christ, giving us a glimpse of who Christ is 

and what He does.  

 

Outline 
 

I. The Construction of the Ark (Ex. 25:10-20) 

a) Hard and indestructible, acacia, also known as iron wood, symbolizes the humanity of 

Christ. This hardy wood signifies Jesus’ overcoming the crucifixion and subsequent 

decomposing effects of the grave.   

b) On the other hand, the bright and shiny gold portrays the deity of Christ. Jesus, the God-

man and light of the world (John 8:12), shines like no other. Recall that gold was one of 

the gifts brought by the wise men to offer to Jesus (Matt. 2:11).  

c) Wood covered with gold symbolizes the coalescence of Jesus’ human and divine nature. 

d) The ark’s dwelling among the people points to Jesus’ ministering among people, while its 

placement in the holy of holies signifies His glory and place at the right hand of God.  

 

II. The Contents of the Ark (Heb. 9:4) 

a) The manna 

i) God provided food in the form of manna to the children of Israel during their forty-

year wilderness wandering.  

ii) Whereas manna nourished the people physically, Jesus, “the bread of life” (John 

6:35), saves and sustains spiritually.  

b) Aaron’s rod 

i) This rod was a testimony of the way God squelched Korah’s rebellion and affirmed 

Aaron as the high priest (Num. 16). 

ii) The fact that it budded signifies Christ’s resurrection. The almonds symbolize the 

fruit we can and should produce as a result of abiding in Christ and depending on the 

indwelling Holy Spirit.  

c) The stone tablets 

i) On these were inscribed the Ten Commandments Moses received on Mount Sinai. 
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ii) Christ came to do what no other person could ever do, perfectly fulfill the law. “For 

Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes (Rom. 10:4). 

 

III. The Commission of the Ark  

a) Transported before Israel  

i) The ark was carried by the Kohathites as Israel journeyed from Mount Sinai to 

Kadesh-barnea.  

ii) Bearing the ark, priests led the people across the Jordan River into Canaan.  

iii) The ark was in the lead as the Israelites marched around and eventually took Jericho. 

iv) These events signify Christ’s leading and equipping us to be more than conquerors 

through Him (Rom. 8:37).  

b) Counsel to Israel 

i) When deciding whether to go into battle against the wayward Benjamites a third time, 

the sons of Israel sought direction from God while standing before the ark.  

ii) Likewise, we must inquire of the Lord through continual prayer.    

c) Not another religious artifact 

i) Because of the disobedience of the children of Israel, God allowed the Philistines to 

temporarily take possession of the ark. 

ii) The ark became a curse when placed in the house of their vegetation god, Dagon. 

Plagues broke out, and the false idol was eventually shattered.  

iii) Likewise, the gods of this world will befall the same fate when Christ returns to 

establish His millennial reign. 

d) Symbol of God’s blessing 

i) The men of Kiriath-jearim received the ark, keeping it for twenty years. 

ii) When taking the throne, King David ordered that the ark be brought to Jerusalem. 

iii) Fearing God’s judgment, David placed the ark instead in the home of a Gentile, 

Obed-edom, for a period of time before its eventual move to Jerusalem.  

iv) Just as Obed-edom was blessed by the presence of the ark, Gentiles have been grafted 

into the kingdom and greatly blessed through the new covenant in Christ.    

 

Conclusion 
 

The question looms, “What happened to the ark?” Was it captured and pillaged by the 

Babylonians? Did the Israelite priests bury it before the Babylonians could get to it? Similar to 

the fate of the Dead Sea Scrolls for nearly two thousand years, perhaps the ark remains buried in 

a cave somewhere in the holy land. Does it even still exist? Truth be told, the prophet Jeremiah 

foretold a time when the ark would not be discussed, missed, or even remembered (3:16). Christ 

fulfilled what the ark foreshadowed, providing safety, security, direction, and life for all who 

trust in Him. He alone is our Mediator.  
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