
© LifeWay Christian Resources  LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

 

Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: Confrontation 

Sermon Title: A Test of Faith 
Passage: Exodus 5:1-5,22–6:1 

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

Accepting God's call, Moses journeyed to Egypt and met up with his brother Aaron. Once 

reunited, they went before Pharaoh to begin the emancipation process. 

 
Introduction/Opening 
 

A popular quote attributed to Edmund Burke, reads: “The only thing necessary for the triumph of 

evil is that good men should do nothing.” What positive change throughout history would have 

taken place if valiant champions for good had not battled the bad? That was certainly the case 

with Moses. Following his burning bush encounter, Moses and his brother Aaron courageously 

challenged the powerful, pagan Pharaoh.  

 

Outline 
 

I. A Bold Request (5:1).  

a) Moses and Aaron courageously relayed God’s command that the people should be 

released. Such a request from friends and family of a King would be risky, much less one 

coming from servant slaves.   

b) Their message came from God; they were merely the messengers. As believers, we must 

speak the truth boldly, knowing we’re delivering God’s Word and not ours. Paul 

challenged Timothy to act with boldness in the Holy Spirit’s strength (see 2 Tim. 1:7).   

 

II. A Stubborn Enemy 

a) A negative reply (5:2): We should not be surprised by Pharaoh’s harsh answer. He 

thought he was deity, so why should he be impressed by a demand from Israel’s God, one 

whom he didn’t even acknowledge? Also, from a pragmatic standpoint, why would he 

agree to give up the forced labor that had helped build his empire? 

b) A heartless demand (5:6-9): Not only did Pharaoh refuse the command, he increased his 

demands by cutting back on their supply chain while maintaining the quotas.  

c) A timely reminder: Nobody ever said following God was easy. On countless occasions 

throughout the Bible and history, the heat was turned up on God’s chosen for doing the 

right thing.  

 

III. Additional Complications 

a) Accusation from the enemy (5:8): Pharaoh followed up his refusal for their release by 

calling the Israelites lazy. Nothing stings quite like false accusations. We can find 

strength in knowing that Jesus too faced unjust accusations (see Matt. 5:11).  

b) Rumblings within the camp (5:21): Not only had Moses and Aaron angered Pharaoh, they 

angered their own people. This was merely the beginning of the people's complaining 

that would anger God and face Moses throughout the wilderness journey.  
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c) A lesson for today: As if problems from outside the church aren’t enough, opposition 

from within the church can be more concerning. During such seasons, the best thing to do 

is exactly what Moses did and turn to God.  

 

 

 

IV. A Demonstration of Brokenness (5:22,23) 

Moses went straight to the source, pouring his heart out to God. Other servants of God did 

exactly the same thing. David thought God had forgotten him (Psa. 13:1). Jeremiah claimed 

the Lord had deceived him (Jer. 20:7). Job cursed the day he was born (Job 3:1). 

 

If we’re going to complain, we should go to God. He’s the only One who really understands 

the issues and can do something about them. It’s not that we should never discuss our woes 

with others. However, our trust must be in God and not the support we find from friends and 

family.  

 

V. An Inspiring Answer 

a) A promise (6:1): God answered Moses' lament by assuring him that Pharaoh would be 

dealt with in due time. When fighting on the Lord’s behalf, the battle is His and not ours. 

If God’s grace was sufficient for the thorn-inflicted Paul, it will be sufficient for us as 

well (2 Cor. 12:9).  

b) A reminder (6:2): God went on to say, “I am the LORD,” a reemphasis of what He 

voiced at the burning bush (3:15). He’s God, we’re not. He’s Creator, we’re created. He’s 

the self-existent One. He’s eternal, immutable, omnipresent, omniscient, and 

omnipresent. Moses was none of those. Neither are we.            

 

Conclusion 
 

If we’re sensitive to the Spirit, like Moses and a host of others, our time will come to confront 

the world system with kingdom truth. When such occasions arise, remember that He is the 

message, we’re just the messenger. Also, we won’t be alone, because He’s right there ahead of 

us, around us, within us, and in us.  
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