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Exodus, Leviticus Sermon Series 
Supports Session 1: Reluctance 

Sermon Title: From Objection to Obedience 
Passage: Exodus 3:1–4:20  

 
 

Connection to Passage 
 

This sermon examines the unusual and unexpected call God issued to Moses. Moses repeatedly 

expressed his reluctance, but God’s call was sure.  

 

Introduction/Opening 
 
Many of us are amazed when born-again, Spirit-filled, and very capable believers balk when 

asked to accept ministry opportunities. There are CEOs of businesses that tremble at the thought 

of taking on an assignment in the church. Moses trembled at the thought of taking on a 

responsibility as well. Though highly educated (Acts 7:22), he offered a series of objections 

when God called him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Call Issued 

a) From the Burning Bush (3:2): Throughout history, God has used all means and methods 

at His disposal to gain the awareness of His children.    

b) By a Divine Voice (3:4): After revealing a compassion for His people, God issued a 

command for Moses to lead in delivering the Israelites from Egyptian bondage through 

the wilderness and into the promised land. While God certainly could still speak in such 

visual, audible means, He's more likely to do so through Scripture and the Holy Spirit. 

 

II. The Excuses Offered 

Unlike Isaiah who said, “Here am I. Send me” (Isa. 6:8), and Mary who replied, “May it be 

done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38), Moses balked at God’s command. He 

offered up the following questions and excuses:  

 Why me? (3:11): Moses intervened before and failed miserably (2:11-15). How could 

God use a lowly shepherd who had been secluded in the desert for decades? God chooses 

the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong (1 Cor. 1:27).  

 What is Your name? (3:13): This was another way of asking about the meaning of God’s 

name, to which God responded, “I AM WHO I AM” (Ex. 3:14). Moses was to tell a 

people who had lived for centuries in a nation of false gods that the one, true, eternal, 

self-existent God who always was and always would be was about to deliver them from 

bondage to breakthrough. Jesus built upon this I AM statement, pointing to His deity.  

 What if they don't believe me? (4:1): God used three miraculous signs to show the 

doubting shepherd that He meant business (a staff became a snake, a hand turned leprous, 

and water became blood). The staff, which Moses carried throughout his pilgrimage, was 

significant on key occasions. And while we may not carry such a staff today, we have 

God in us through the presence of the Holy Spirit.  
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 I'm not a good speaker. (4:10): Just as God assured Moses (Ex. 4:12), Jesus told His 

disciples not to worry when brought before authorities because the Holy Spirit would 

direct them (Matt. 10:20). The same holds true today! 

 Please send someone else. (4:13): In a last ditch effort to avoid the inevitable, Moses 

asked God to choose someone else for the task. Centuries later, the rebellious prophet 

Jonah fled in the opposite direction when God called Him to preach in Nineveh. We can 

run but cannot hide. God has specific jobs that need to be done, with our names on them.  

 

III. The Submission  

a) God’s Assurance (4:19): Moses had been a wanted man for killing an Egyptian decades 

earlier (Ex. 2:12). God confirmed that those who sought revenge were dead and Moses 

was now safe. God continues, in His timing, to intervene and silence those who seek to 

bring harm to His servants.  

b) Moses’ Obedience (4:18,20): Receiving permission from his father in-law, Moses packed 

his family and belongings for the return to Egypt. A daunting task lay ahead, yet God 

would guide him every step of the way.  

 

Conclusion 
 

While He may not use us on such a grand scale as Moses, God has a specific and unique call for 

every one of His followers. It behooves us to accept the assignments God gives. Through our 

obedience, He is able to reveal His purposes, demonstrate His power, and carry out His plan. 
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