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1 & 2 Timothy, Titus Sermon Series 
Supports: Session 13: Living to Do 

Potential Sermon Title: Ready for Every Good Work 
Passage: Titus 3:1-7 

	
	
	
Connection to Titus 3 
 
In the final chapter of Titus, Paul encouraged believers to engage in doing good works as it 
brings glory to God.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
If you are someone who enjoys hunting and fishing, you understand the importance of being alert 
and ready. You never know if this will be the day when the trophy deer walks out or the record 
bass grabs your line. Spending all the time and money that one does, you can’t afford to not be 
paying attention.  
 
This level of alertness and diligence should also be applied to doing good works as believers. We 
need to constantly be prepared and ready to honor God and love our neighbors. Paul gave Titus 
an explanation of how we are to live and why we are to live that way.  
 
Outline 
 

1. How We Are To Live (Titus 3:1-2) 
a) Be Ready! (v. 1) 

As believers, Paul says we should be ready for every good work. He places this 
after the importance of being good citizens. Rulers and authorities refer to both 
the office and those who hold the office. Does this mean we obey no matter what? 
No, Peter makes it clear that we must obey God rather than man, for His ways are 
higher (Acts 5:29). But when there is no conflict, we are told to obey. (See also 
Rom. 13.)  
 
Our posture is such that we are literally at all times ready to do good works. At a 
moment’s notice, we are to be ready to offer kindness, friendship, service and aid, 
prayers, and share the gospel. 

 
b) Be Kind (v. 2) 

No matter what they may have done to us, we are not to return it with evil.  
The church is to interact with those in the world not by fighting with them all the 
time but by being gentle with them and loving them. Not many people come to 
faith in Jesus because we were a jerk to them. But gentleness, patience, and 
kindness—that’s the way of Christ. 
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2. Why We Can Do It (Titus 3:3-7) 
a) We Once were Far from God (v. 3) 

Notice the framing: “we too.” No self-righteousness, no hypocrisy, no pharisaical 
attitude. The Bible is really good at being honest with our flaws and sins. Only a 
book inspired by God would be so honest about the faults and failures of man.  
Paul identified six sins. Some of these are actions, some are thoughts, and some 
are feelings. Some of these cause us to be victims; some cause us to be the cause 
of harm.  
Sin is one of those things in which we experience harm and we also keep the harm 
going—like a twisted game of pay it forward. Our only hope is that Someone will 
pull us out of the cycle of sin. We don’t need a helping hand; we need to be 
rescued, and that’s what God does in Jesus Christ.  
 

b) The Kindness of God (vv. 4-5) 
The gospel provides an answer, which is rooted in God Himself, to the real 
problems of the world. “He saved us.”   
This is the main verb that runs from verses 4 to 7: saved. The driving force of this 
whole section is the singular work of God to save. We were foolish, disobedient, 
and led astray, but He saved us.  
There was nothing we could do. We were in bondage, and we were wandering 
helpless and hopeless, and He saved us. And this is described by Paul as a great 
“kindness.’” God’s kindness is why we can be kind and why we can do good. His 
kindness (He gives us grace and mercy) causes us to be born again, so that now, 
through the Holy Spirit, we can show genuine and deep kindness to others.  

  
  
Conclusion 
 
God has graciously acted in this world to bring justification for those who believe in Christ. His 
justifying act is the great work in our lives that we need and that makes it possible for us to make 
a lasting difference for His glory.  
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