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1 & 2 Timothy, Titus Sermon Series 
Supports: Session 10: Enduring 

Potential Sermon Title: Finish Strong 
Passage: 2 Timothy 4:1-8 

	
	
	
Connection to 2 Timothy 3,4 
 
Paul ended his final letter with encouragement to remain faithful. As Paul’s life was about to be 
poured out (4:6), he gave his final words to his son in the faith, Timothy.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
Every year, millions watch the college basketball championship tournament in March. The 
games that are the most memorable are the ones where the seemingly impossible happens or a 
last-minute shot wins the game. In most cases, the final few minutes decide the game, so 
finishing strong is a must.  
 
As important as finishing strong is in basketball, it is even more vital in our walk with Christ. 
Paul focuses on the importance of maintaining faithfulness until the end.  
 
Outline 
 

1. Marker 1: Remember God’s Presence in Your Life (2 Tim. 4:1) 
Paul charges Timothy before God (the Father) and Christ Jesus. God as our Father and 
the return of Christ emphasize God’s presence. This dual present/future reality is crucial 
for us to remember in our walk with God.  

 
2. Marker 2: Uphold the Importance of the Word (2 Tim. 4:2-4) 

a) Preach the Word  
Means to publicly herald the gospel. This can happen in church during a sermon, 
in a Bible study class, or in one-on-one settings. The Word is vital for the spiritual 
health of God’s people. 

b) Be Ready in Season and Out of Season  
There is never a time when the Word shouldn’t be used and shared. There is no 
“off season” for the Word of God.  

c) Rebuke  
  By using the Word, Timothy was to help change the course of a straying believer. 

d) Correct 
  Errors in theology, ethics, and morality are to be corrected through the Word.  

e) Encourage  
In times of difficulty, the Word is encouragement to our souls. Timothy was to 
use the Word to encourage with great patience and teaching.  
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3. Marker 3: Active in Service to God (2 Tim. 4:5) 
a) Self-control  

  Timothy was to be in control with God’s help in all circumstances.  
b) Endurance 

Hardships come to all in life and in ministry. By learning endurance through 
difficulty, we can be better prepared to handle whatever life may throw at us.  

c) Evangelism  
Timothy was to be about the work of sharing the gospel no matter what else came 
up in his life. The same is true for all believers.  

d) Faithfulness 
Paul urged Timothy to discharge his duties and service to the Lord. The pointed 
phrase is a reminder that we have been given gifts and talents from God; let us not 
squander them.  

 
4. Marker 4: Never Give Up (2 Tim. 4:6-7) 

Paul was headed for home, and he knew it. He was about to be poured out as an act of 
devotion to Christ (an allusion to Ex. 29:40-41). Yet as he looked back, he knew he had 
“fought the good fight.” He stood with courage against kings and rulers, faced arrests and 
stoning, was ship wrecked, and persecuted in many ways. Yet he didn’t lose his faith or 
dishonor his Savior.  

 
5. Marker 5: Look Forward to God’s Promise for us in Christ (2 Tim. 4:8) 

The final marker here is that of the promise we have in Christ. The athletic analogy is 
deployed again—the prize of the victor that was Paul’s because of Christ. This crown and 
promise of life isn’t Paul’s alone, but it is given to all who put their faith in Christ Jesus. 
By looking to Christ, we can run strong until He calls us home.  

  
Conclusion 
These five markers give us hope as we strive to live for Jesus in our present cultural situations. 
There are many times the world and Satan will try to break us down in an effort to make us doubt 
our faith. But Christ is faithful, and we are equipped by Him when we remember His presence, 
are fed by the Word, are active in our service to God, keep moving forward, and remember His 
promises to us in Christ.  
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