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1 & 2 Timothy, Titus Sermon Series 
Supports: Session 8: Focused 

Potential Sermon Title: Fuel for a Long Obedience   
Passage: 2 Timothy 2:3-13 

	
	
Connection to 2 Timothy 2 
 
The second chapter of 2 Timothy contains a classic and memorable discussion of faithfulness 
and obedience to Christ, using the metaphors of a soldier, farmer, and athlete. This sermon 
focuses on what fuels us for being faithful in the long haul of life’s hardships.  
 
Introduction/Opening 
 
It only takes running out of gas one time to learn an incredibly valuable lesson. This is even truer 
if it happened before the age of cell phones or if you are in an area with no reception. The 
experience of pushing a car into the gas station parking lot or walking up a lonely highway to 
find a gas station is a stressful and demoralizing experience.  
 
In our Christian lives, we want to make sure that we finish our race well and are honoring God 
until the day we meet Him. Paul gives us four ingredients that fuel our obedience and 
faithfulness to Christ. 
 
Outline 
 

1. A Dedication to Christ (2 Tim. 2:3-4) 
Paul began his description with a set of three illustrations. The first was a soldier. As a 
soldier is dedicated to their task, so too is a Christian dedicated to Christ.  
a) A Soldier of Christ (v. 3) 

The sharing of suffering Paul had in mind here was of suffering for the gospel  
(2 Tim. 1:8). We are to share in it together as soldiers, supporting and aiding one 
another instead of abandoning each other. Paul gave the image that we serve 
together under Christ’s leadership.  
 

b) Living to Please our Master (v. 4)  
Entangled: this word picture involves not being able to get one’s weapon out 
because it is wrapped up in one’s clothes. Paul applied this to the danger of the 
stuff of the world getting in the way of our being ready to serve God.  
By having a commission to serve Christ (the Great Commission) Timothy isn’t to 
focus on lesser pursuits.  

 
2. An Honorable Lifestyle Before Christ (2 Tim. 2:5) 

The second illustration is of an athlete. In Paul’s day, as in ours, athletes were adored. 
But to be successful, they were expected to follow certain norms and rules. If an athlete 
didn’t compete according to the rules, which included specific citizenship, training, and 
completion rules, they would be disqualified.  
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Paul urged Timothy to remember the honor of the athlete. He must be above reproach, or 
he disqualifies himself. Paul used similar language as well to talk about his own desire 
for honorable living (1 Cor. 9:27). Timothy had been given a birthright through Chris. 
Adopted as a son of God, he had been trained by Paul and now was living the life he had 
been called to live. The call here was for Timothy not to live contrary to that. Don’t 
disqualify yourself. 

 
3. A Patient Attitude (2 Tim. 2:6-7) 

The final of the three illustrations is that of a hard-working farmer. Unlike the soldier or 
the athlete, the work of a farmer isn’t glamorous. There isn’t a parade thrown like for the 
soldier or the athlete; there aren’t medals or commendations for planting on time. The 
farmer’s life can be lonely, discouraging, and painful. Yet, we rely on the farmer for our 
health and well-being.  
It is almost above all a patient experience. You have to wait for crops to grow and for 
livestock to mature; it takes a lot of time. So for the believer, we must be hard working, 
patient, relying on God to do His work, and expect and enjoy fruit. 

	
4. A Christ-Centered Mindset (2 Tim. 2:8-13)  

The final ingredient wasn’t an illustration, but Paul calling Timothy to focus his mind 
upon Christ the faithful Servant who redeemed us through His sacrifice on our behalf. 
Christ is the One who enables us to live like the soldier, farmer, athlete. So it is by 
focusing upon Him that we are best able to live the life of long obedience.  

Conclusion 
 
Faithfulness and a long obedience can be held by all who are in Christ. It isn’t reserved just for 
the super spiritual or a “professional Christian.” Through Christ’s work and by seeking to imitate 
Him, we are able to stay steady and faithful to the end.  
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