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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 13: With Anticipation 

Sermon Title: The Reality of Riches 
Passage: James 5:1-6  

 
 

Connection to Passage 

The way we obtain and use money reveals insight into our relationship with God. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

Thermometers, blood pressure cuffs, and stethoscopes are all used to evaluate our health. A 

higher than normal temperature indicates something is amiss. In the same way, our attitudes 

toward money can be one means of evaluating our spiritual health.   

Outline 

I. Exercise integrity in the way you obtain money (Prov. 13:11, Jas. 5:4,6). 

a. Don't hold back wages. When we fail to provide decent wages for a job well done, we 

are misusing money. 

b. Don't bully the defenseless. The rich took advantage of the less fortunate who are 

unable to defend themselves. 

c. Proverbs 13:11 says, "Wealth obtained by fraud will dwindle, but whoever earns it 

through labor will multiply it.” 

II. Practice wisdom in the way you use money (Jas. 5:5). 

a. Don't hoard it – Sadly, some focus solely on accumulating wealth for their own good 

rather than for the good of others. The rich young ruler walked away from Jesus sad 

because his love of money blocked him from following Jesus.   

b. Don't squander it – Trapped by consumerism and materialism, many take on large debt 

and "blow" their money on temporal frivolities in an attempt to discover happiness and 

impress others.   

III. Be prepared for the fallout that comes from making money your master (Jas. 5:1-3). 

a. In this life – Money will not lead to contentment. In some cases, wealth has led to 

dysfunction, tribulation, and even tragedy.  
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b. As Jesus said, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

person to enter the kingdom of God" (Matt. 19:24). 

c. As believers, we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ one day and give an 

account of our lives here on earth (2 Cor. 5:10). How we accumulated and distributed our 

money will surely be among the topics addressed.  

 

Conclusion 

Going through life seeking to purely accumulate leads to disillusionment. Idolizing and hoarding 

for themselves rather than utilizing some of it for the good of others contributes to that 

disillusionment. David pitied the one who “gathers possessions and does not know who will get 

them” (Ps. 39:6). Jesus warned against us storing up “treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal” (Matt. 6:19). Paul proclaimed that “the love of 

money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Tim. 6:10).  

With the Master’s help, we can master money rather than letting it master us and thereby 

blessing others in this life, storing up treasures for the life to come (Matt. 6:20). 
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