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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 12: With Submission 

Sermon Title: Conquering Conflict 
Passage: James 4:1-10  

 
 

Connection to Passage 

Submitting to God requires humbling ourselves before Him and others. 

Introduction/Opening 

Most of the conflicts that go on around can be traced back to the battles that rage within. 

Creating peace involves conquering conflict. James provides a biblical plan for working our way 

through the weeds of conflict.  

Outline 

I. The Formulation of our Conflicts (Jas. 4:1-5) 

a. Preoccupation with Pleasure and Possessions 

The envy this creates always leads to division and sometimes death. When 

Naboth refused to give up a vineyard coveted by Ahab, the King's wicked wife 

Jezebel arranged for his murder (1 Kings 4:1-16). 

b. Problems in Prayer 

1. The most common prayer problem among believers is prayerlessness.  

2. Many prayers remain unanswered because we ask with faulty motives. We 

want what we want rather than what God wants.  

3. Unconfessed sin also keeps prayers from being answered (Ps. 66:18). 

c. Friendship with the World 

This characterizes the believer who wants to remain connected and "cool" among 

the lost, while maintaining a loose attachment to the Church. "Friends" with the 

world would rather please men than God. 

II. The Suppression of our Conflicts  

a. Humble Yourselves 
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1. "Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you" (Jas. 4:10). Jesus 

modeled the supreme example by leaving the bliss of heaven to take on the form of 

man and dying in our place (Phil. 2:7,8). 

2. This doesn't mean we are to be doormats. But rather we are to value God's will 

over our own, ministering to others in the process. 

b. Submit to God 

James used a military term, meaning to fall under God's command. Paul used the 

same word when he wrote about wives being subject to husbands as the Church is 

to Christ (Eph. 5:24). 

c. Resist the Devil 

1. This means to set oneself against and oppose. 

2. Though defeated at the cross, Satan is still a powerful force to contend with. 

We must flee rather than taking him on in our own power.  

d. Draw Near to God 

Fleeing Satan creates a void. We must resolutely seek to fill that void with the 

presence of God by spending time in prayer, in His Word, and in 

worship/fellowship with other believers. 

e. Cleanse your Hands and Purify your Hearts 

1. We can't be right with our fellow men if we aren't right with God. 

2. We get right with God by confessing our sins and seeking His forgiveness. 

3. David modeled this beautifully in Psalm 32 and 51. 

Conclusion 

Humility puts us in a position to address conflict with those around us and to be used mightily by 

God. Humility causes us to depend on God when facing conflict, knowing that He provides 

wisdom and forgiveness.  
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