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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 11: With Control 

Sermon Title: Two Kinds of Wisdom 
Passage: James 3:13-18  

 
 

Connection to Passage 

Good behavior begins with right thinking. Right thinking springs from wisdom. Such wisdom 

comes from God above, as opposed to the world around us and the flesh within. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

With the proliferation of the computer and internet, we find ourselves drowning in a sea of 

information. Unfortunately, in the wake of all this technological advancement, wisdom is on the 

endangered species list. 

If we are to be what God wants us to be, we must seek and live by heavenly and not earthly 

wisdom. 

 

Outline 

I. Devilish wisdom – that which comes from the earth (Jas. 3:14-16). 

a. Devilish wisdom originates from Satan, manifesting itself in bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition. Ultimately, all evil has its roots in devilish wisdom.  

 

b. Those exhibiting such behavior are often deceptive and misrepresentative of the truth. 

 

II. Divine wisdom – that which comes from above (Jas. 3:17, 18). 

a. Godly wisdom manifests itself through a host of characteristics. 

1. Purity - that which is free from defilement. 

2. Peaceable - "You will keep the mind that is dependent on you in perfect peace, 

for it is trusting in you" (Is. 26:3). 

3. Gentle - a person bearing this quality is equitable, fair, and mild; not prone to 

partiality.  

4. Reasonable - compliant, willing to obey; easily entreated.    

5. Full of Mercy - not merely merciful, but overflowing with it. 

6. Good Fruits - "You’ll recognize them by their fruit" (Matt. 7:16). 

7. Unwavering - steady and consistent. 

8. Without Hypocrisy – sincere, not flattering another for selfish reasons or 

personal gain. 
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b. Those possessed by divine wisdom desire to see such discipline proliferate. From the 

godly fruit which they possess, they sow seeds of righteousness in all soil willing to 

receive. 

c. God longs to generously give this divine wisdom to all who desire it. The key is, one 

must ask believing (Jas. 1:5, 6). 

 

Conclusion 

Jesus compared the Father to an earthly father who gives his children what is needed. If a sinful 

father can provide for his children, then imagine what the perfect Father can provide! God offers 

us His Son, who is the wisdom of God. Wise living begins with faith in the Son and grows as we 

mature in that faith. 
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