
© LifeWay Christian Resources   LifeWay.com/ExploreTheBible 

 

Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 10: With Works 

Sermon Title: The Royal Law 
Passage: James 2:8  

 
 

Connection to Passage 

Loving God leads us to love those around us and love ourselves as well. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

How would you define greatness? Some define it in terms of an accomplishment, being the first 

to do something, or being the best at doing something. Others may define greatness by a life well 

lived or influence. What role does how we care for others play in obtaining greatness? The Bible 

calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves, the Royal Law. How does the Bible describe this 

greatest of laws?  

 

Outline 

I. Scriptures 

a. James was not the first person to call attention to the "Royal Law.” It first appeared in 

Leviticus 19:18, where God spoke to Moses regarding laws for living among the 

Israelites. 

 

b. Jesus referenced it on multiple occasions, one of which was the Sermon on the Mount 

(Matt. 5:43, 19:19, 22:39). 

   

c. Paul quoted it twice (Rom. 13:9, Gal. 5:4). 

 

II. Source 

This law has heaven as its origin, specifically the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

III. Supremacy 

 

a. "Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love – but the greatest of these is love." (1 Cor. 

13:13).  

 

b. Christians should strive to keep all the laws of the land. However, obeying God takes 

precedent.  
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IV. Subject 

God, who is love, commands us to love: "By this everyone will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another" (John 13:35). 

V. Scope 

a. Love is not a spiritual gift possessed by some, but rather a fruit of the Spirit to be 

demonstrated by all who claim the name of Christ. 

b. Neighbor doesn't mean the family next door or across the street, but rather any and all 

people – regardless of race, nationality, religion, etc. 

VI. Self 

a. The verse reads "as yourself" not "instead of yourself." 

b. There's nothing wrong with loving yourself, as long as it doesn't take precedent over 

God and others. 

c. In fact, those who do not love themselves will find it hard to love God and others. 

VII. Significance 

The words in James 2:8 comprise a "law," which implies power, authority, and 

compliance. It's far more than a helpful suggestion or good piece of advice.  

 

Conclusion 

God loved us so much He sent His only Son to die for us. His sacrifice on the cross calls us to 

love Him in return, as well as others. 
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