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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 9: With Obedience 

Sermon Title: Tackling Temptation 
Passage: James 1:13-18  

 
 

Connection to Passage 

The enemy will stop at nothing to keep us from carrying out the will of God. We must resist the 

temptation around us by leaning on the Spirit within us. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

Just as God tests us in order to build us up, Satan tempts us in order to bring us down. 

The forces of darkness are powerful, but not insurmountable. In fact, Christ defeated the devil 

through His death on the cross two thousand years ago. Our challenge is to appropriate that 

victory on a daily basis. 

Note the following key steps in tackling temptation. 

 

Outline 

I. Realize Temptation's Source (Jas. 1:13,14) 

As believers, we actually face three-fold opposition (Eph. 2:2-3). 

a. The world around us – We live in a fallen society, living under the spell of a fallen 

world system. This regime is void of the fear of God. 

 

b. The flesh within us – Even with Christ living in us, we continue to battle with our old 

nature. Paul declared that he did what he did not want to do because of the presence of 

the old nature (see Rom. 7:15-20).  

   

c. The devil among us – We live in enemy occupied territory, where Satan is "the ruler of 

the power of the air." He can't take away our salvation, yet does all he can to steal our joy 

and spoil our witness. 

 

II. Understand Temptation's Course 

a. The enemy typically works slowly and covertly, as opposed to swiftly and overtly. Satan 

slyly carried out his work in Eden, in the form of a serpent. He continues to disguise 

himself as an angel of light. 
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b. Seeds of lust lodge in the soil of our minds. Left unchecked, these evil desires give birth to 

sin.  

III. Comprehend Temptation's Force 

a. Allowed to run its course, sin leads to death. As Paul wrote, "The wages of sin is 

death" (Rom. 6:23).  

b. Certainly sin leads to physical death. It means spiritual death as well for those who 

refuse to receive Jesus and appropriate His blood. 

c. Sin is separation. Believers in this life who allow sin to take root will experience 

separation from hopes, dreams, relationships, etc.  

 

IV. Implement your Recourse (Jas. 1:17-18, 4:7) 

a. We must understand that God is not the cause of sin and suffering. What’s more, we 

don't have to sit idly by and be victimized by sin and its ramifications. 

b. First and foremost, we must experience birth into the kingdom made possible through 

faith in Jesus. 

c. Once assured of salvation, we can demonstrate the presence of the Holy Spirit in our 

life. As Scripture says, "the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world" 

(1 John 4:4). 

d. Resist the devil and his tools of destruction. 

 

Conclusion 

We can't eliminate temptation. As long as we live in this cursed, fallen world, it's going to be 

there. We can however, with God's help, overcome it. The first step is turning to Christ for 

salvation. We are then free to live in light of His forgiveness and sacrifice. 
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