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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 8: With Perseverance 

Sermon Title: The Truth about Trials 
Passage: James 1:1-11 

 
 

Connection to Passage 

God uses trials to mature us as believers and lead us to depend more heavily upon Him. 

 

Introduction/Opening 

Unlike other gems, pearls come from a living organism, an oyster, resulting from an injury. 

Typically, the process begins when a foreign object, such as a grain of sand, invades the oyster. 

To protect itself, the oyster layers the irritant with nacre (mother-of-pearl). Over time, this source 

of suffering becomes an object of great beauty, a gem of great worth. 

Likewise, the suffering we face as believers can transform us into objects of spiritual beauty. 

Observe how this takes place through these "truths about trials." 

 

Outline 

I. Trials are Inevitable (Jas. 1:1,2) 

a. Note James does not say "if" you encounter trials, but "when" you do. 

 

b. This letter originally addressed Jewish Christians in Gentile communities, a group that 

obviously experienced a tremendous amount of suffering and persecution.  

   

c. We live in a fallen world, enemy occupied territory, where Satan is the "ruler of the 

power of the air" (Eph. 2:2). Believers should anticipate tribulation.  

 

II. Trials are Strengthening (Jas. 1:3,4) 

a. We should joyfully embrace our trials and tribulations. Why? 

 

b. Testing builds endurance, helping us become perfect and complete. 

c. The resistance a caterpillar faces while breaking out of its cocoon gives it the strength 

to fly once it becomes a butterfly.  
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III. Trials are Motivational (Jas. 1:5-8) 

a. Trials often drive us to our knees, creating the opportunity and desire for us to connect 

afresh and anew with our Heavenly Father. Our text provides the following prayer 

directives.  

b. What should we ask for? Wisdom, which God eagerly desires to pour out generously. 

c. How should we ask? In faith…without doubting. Jesus' challenge to us is the same as it 

was for Thomas – "Don’t be faithless, but believe" (John 20:27). 

 

IV. Trials are Unconventional (Jas. 1:9-11) 

a. Trials take the world system and flip it upside down.  

1. The poor man, particularly when under duress, can glory in his position. 

Tribulation creates proper perspective. As Jesus said, "The last will be first, and 

the first last" (Matt. 20:16). 

2. The rich man often experiences a paradigm shift of his own when troubles 

arise. This gives him the opportunity to realize life is fleeting and riches are 

temporary. "For what does it benefit someone to gain the whole world and yet lost 

his life?" (Mark 8:36). 

 

Conclusion 

Tealeaves require boiling to create tea. Gold must be heated to remove impurities. Oysters must 

endure irritation to produce a pearl. Enduring suffering is often painful and difficult, especially 

when it involves those we love. Yet, through it all, we can rejoice, knowing God has a perfect 

plan in mind. 
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