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Galatians and James Sermon Series 
Supports Session 2: True Grace 

Sermon Title: Not I, but Christ 
Passage: Galatians 2:20 

 
 

Connection to Passage 

By God's grace, Christ comes to dwell within us when we receive Him as Savior. He achieves 

through us what we could never accomplish on our own. 

 

Introduction/Open  

The fable is told of a man who was approached by a former mistress while walking down the 

street. He pretended not to recognize her. In desperation, the former mistress confronted him 

with the words “it is me.” He had become a believer and responded by running away declaring, 

“but I am not the former I.”   

This can be our testimony as well when we submit to the Holy Spirit living in us. Note these 

crucial keys to what has been termed the "exchanged life in Christ." 

 

Outline 

I. Dead to Self: "I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live." 

a. Paul boldly asserted that, spiritually speaking, when Christ was executed, the 

unbelieving Saul (Paul) died as well. 

b. Romans 6:3 gives further insight, where Paul writes "Or are you unaware that all of us 

who were baptized into Jesus were baptized into His death?"  

c. All of us as believers, theologically speaking, died to self when Christ died on the 

cross. 

II. Indwelt by Christ: "Christ lives in me." 

a. Since Pentecost (Acts 2), all who have come to Christ are baptized by the Holy Spirit, 

something that happens only once in the life of a believer. 

b. Of course, due to our sinful nature, we must continually call on God for a daily filling 

of the Spirit (Eph. 5:18). 
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c. Some believers aren't experiencing victorious lives because they’ve grieved the Spirit 

(Eph. 4:30). He's resident, but not president. They’ve received Christ but have not 

surrendered to His Lordship.  

III. Living by faith: "The life I now live…I live by faith." 

a. Just as we enter into the Christian life by faith (Eph. 2:8), we are also sustained in this 

journey by faith.  

b. This new and changed life is not something we manufacture ourselves. This new and 

changed life occurs by the Holy Spirit living in and through us. 

c. Faith must be viewed as a verb, as well as a noun. Just like a muscle, the more we 

exercise our faith, the stronger it grows. 

IV. Loved by the Son: "Who loved me and gave himself for me." 

a. God initiated this whole process by sending His only Son to experience a death that 

should have been ours. 

b. Our response to His death in our place should be to love Him back and love our 

neighbor as well (Luke 10:27). 

 

Conclusion 

For many, Galatians 2:20 serves as their life verse, reminding them of the new life they enjoy 

because of the death Jesus endured. We honor people who put themselves in harm’s way to 

protect others. We must never forget that Jesus is worthy of honor as well, giving His life so we 

can live.   
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