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Mark Sermon Series 
To Be Used: Session 9: Serves  

Potential Sermon Title: Childlike 
Passage: Mark 10:13-16  

 
 

Connection to Mark 10:1-52 
 

Jesus taught His disciples that entering His kingdom meant possessing a childlike faith. He 

demonstrated His humble service by paying the ransom for our sin. 

 

Introduction/Opening 
 

The laughter of a child tickles a place in our hearts that makes us want to laugh too. During 

Vacation Bible School, the children bring their childlike ways with them when they arrive at the 

church. They laugh, run, climb, and play. Their endless energy feeds the adults who work with 

them. Their hugs and smiles make every stressful day at VBS worth the effort.   

 

Jesus had determined that the time had come for Him to make His way to Jerusalem. There He 

would face the cross. The disciples knew to what city He was going, and they followed Him. 

However, they did not know what awaited Him and them once they arrived. Along the path to 

Jerusalem, Jesus stopped and blessed some children.  

 

What He said and did in the setting of the children continues to leave believers with a valuable 

lesson about being childlike in our relationship with Him.  

 

Outline 
 

1. Jesus values children (13-15) 

 a) A valuable opportunity for Jesus (13-14) 

Jesus and His disciples were approached by a group of parents who were waiting 

for Jesus to bless their children. The disciples rebuked them, which filled Jesus 

with indignation. The disciples wanted the children to be moved out of the way. 

Perhaps they considered the children to be nuisances. But Jesus wanted the 

children to come to Him.  

Believers today continue to grapple with the attitude of Jesus’ disciples then. At 

times, children may be considered a nuisance. Perhaps we may think that they 

should be seen but not heard. We tend to reflect the same attitude toward other 

people groups. Jesus’ reaction to the children displays an altogether different 

attitude that’s worth emulating as we minister in His name.  

  

 b) A valuable example for believers (15) 

With the children nearby, Jesus taught the disciples about the only way that 

anyone could enter the kingdom of God. He pointed to the children and asserted 

that they served as examples of what had to happen in a person’s life in order to 

be saved. Like a child, we come to Him in helplessness and entrust our lives to 

Him in childlike faith. 
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When we think about children being examples of what’s involved in salvation, we 

do well to consider how children are helpless. For example, they cannot work at 

jobs to supply the resources for their food, clothes, housing, or education. But 

their helplessness doesn’t seem to trouble them. They don’t seem to be troubled 

about placing their trust in someone to care of them.  

 

2. Jesus blesses children (16) 

 a) Children and blessing 

In those days, receiving a blessing mattered to families. For that reason, it was a 

critical event in family life, and it involved a somewhat formal process. In 

Genesis 49, for example, Jacob gave all but one of his sons a blessing. The 

blessing served as his approval of each son. As a result, it served as a kind of 

forecast for the sons as they stepped into their future. 

In our day, a blessing doesn’t involve a formal ceremony, but it still matters to 

children as they grow to be adults. Ask anyone who hasn’t received a parent’s 

blessing if it matters.  

 b) Believers and blessing 

When Jesus blessed the children, He supplied believers with a reminder of the 

blessing He gives to people who place their trust in Him. When He went to the 

cross for us, He gave His life so we would be saved. He blessed us with eternal 

life. Even though we may have received a blessing from our parents, nothing 

matches the blessing we receive from Christ when He saved us. Likewise, the 

blessing of Christ is more than sufficient for anyone who didn’t receive a parent’s 

blessing. That’s why we enjoy Paul’s affirmation of praise to God for blessing us 

in Christ (Eph. 1:3).  

 

Conclusion 
 

This passage of Scripture is about children who stand in need of Jesus’ blessing. Accordingly, 

it’s a text that speaks to us. If you haven’t placed your trust in Christ, come to Him like a child. If 

you’re a believer, ask Him to enable you to live joyfully in the fresh awareness of His blessing.  
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