
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living by Faith: 
Women Who Trusted God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point: Your giving reflects your faith and trust in Christ. 

Introduction:  When I was little, I enjoyed reading The Guinness Book of World 
Records.  One of the most memorable entries was titled “World’s Greatest Miser”.  It 
was about Henrietta “Hetty” Green, the infamous “Witch of Wall Street”.  She was a 
shrewd investor and a multimillionaire, but she lived very frugally.  It’s been said that 
she lived on oatmeal that she heated on her office radiator, and she once forced a 
carriage driver to search all night for a two-cent stamp she had lost (she later found it in 
her pocket).  True, some of these stories are apocryphal, but others are well-
documented.  It is a fact that her children wore second-hand clothes, and they lived in 
cheap housing.  When her son injured his leg, she took him to free medical clinic.  She 
left when the doctors recognized her and demanded payment, and as a result, her son’s 
leg was later amputated.   

Hetty Green was worth about $100 million at the time of her death in 1916.  Yet how 
much of it did she take with her?  Not a penny!  While most people are not as obsessed 
with money as she was, many of them do devote an awful lot of time to acquiring wealth 
and material possessions.  Yet they will take no more of it with them than Hetty Green 
did.  That’s why Jesus warned His followers about the fleeting nature of earthly wealth.  
When we get to heaven, the only thing that will matter is what we did for God’s 
kingdom. 

 

I. A negative example. 
 
A. A man demanded Jesus to make his brother divide the inheritance. 

1. Jesus refused to get involved. 
a. The man’s motive was somewhat suspect.  He didn’t ask Jesus to 

settle the dispute justly, but to decide in his favor. 
b. Jesus had more important things to do. 

2. He warned His disciples against the pursuit of wealth. 
a. There’s nothing wrong with having money, but we must keep it in 

the right perspective (1 Timothy 6:10).  As W.A. Criswell used to 
say, “Money is a good servant but a terrible master.” 

b. There’s more to life than earthly possessions. 
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B. Jesus reinforced His point with a parable. 
1. A wealthy man had a very successful harvest. 

a. His barns were not big enough to hold all of his crops, so he 
decided to pull them down and build bigger barns. 

b. He looked forward to a long life of ease and merriment.   
2. God called the man a fool. 

a. The man was going to die that very night. 
b. His great wealth would no longer matter to him. 

• Many people use this parable to promote a “social gospel”.  
True, we are commanded to show compassion on the less 
fortunate, but that was not our Lord’s point in this parable.  His 
point was, our time on earth is temporary, and we should spend 
our time and resources on things that will matter in eternity.  

 
II. A positive example.  

 
A. On a later occasion, Jesus watched people give money in the temple. 

1. He noticed the rich giving their offerings. 
a. The Bible doesn’t specifically say so, but the implication is that they 

gave very large amounts. 
b. Many of them likely made a big production of it (Matthew 6:1-2). 

2. He noticed a widow give only “two mites”.   
a. Most widows in those days were very poor, since it was hard for 

them to earn money. 
b. A “mite” was the smallest unit of money. 

B. Jesus said this woman’s small offering was worth more than all the others 
put together. 
1. She gave sacrificially. 

a. The two small coins were not much in the eyes of the wealthy, but 
they were quite a lot to a poor woman.   
• I didn’t grow up in a wealthy family, but we always had enough.  

I was in college and seminary before I really learned what it was 
like to struggle financially.  When you’re broke, even a small 
amount of money can seem like an awful lot.   

b. The wealthy gave plenty of money, but they also had plenty more 
where it came from.  Someone has wisely said the measure of gift 
is not how much you give, but how much you have left over!   

2. She gave from the heart.  
a. At least some of the wealthy gave only to show off their generosity, 

but this woman clearly did not. 
b. Most people in her financial situation would have insisted they 

could not afford to give, but this woman gave anyway. 
   

 
Conclusion: Years ago, I knew a man named Ronnie Williams.  His mind was not fully 
developed, so he was basically a little boy in a grown man’s body.  He loved the Lord, 
though, and he never missed a single service or activity at church.  I was talking to my 
former pastor a few years ago, and we reminisced about Ronnie.  The pastor said 
Ronnie gave a bigger percentage of his income than anyone else in the church, even 
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though he only worked at a menial job and didn’t make much money.  I drove the 
church van for senior adults and other people who were not able to drive.  Ronnie didn’t 
have a car, so he often rode with us.  After I dropped him off at his house one evening, 
one of the ladies commented, “You know, Ken, when we get to heaven, Ronnie’s 
probably going to be on the front seat.”  I replied, “It wouldn’t surprise me one bit.”   

Remember, earthly possessions will someday fade away.  No matter how much wealth 
you accumulate in this life, you won’t take one bit of it with you to heaven.  You’re only 
here in this world for a short time, and only what you do for the Kingdom of God will 
matter in eternity.  Invest your time and money in things that really matter! 
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