
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living by Faith: 
Women Who Trusted God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point: Honor Christ by stepping in to help resolve conflict. 

Introduction:  I’ve been a pastor for more than twenty years, and I’ve learned that a 
certain amount of conflict in the church is inevitable.  Christians are only human, and 
sometimes they have disagreements.  If conflict is handled properly, it can have a 
positive effect in the long run and make the church stronger.  When conflict is not 
handled properly, the results can be very destructive.  In this section of 1 Samuel, 
Abigail saw a serious conflict was brewing between David and her husband, and she 
took bold steps to resolve it.  What does she teach us about handling disputes? 

 

I. A perilous situation. 
 
A. David encountered a man named Nabal.  

1. The name “Nabal” means “foolish”. 
a. He was very wealthy. 
b. His wife’s name was Abigail. 
c. He was “churlish and evil”. 
d. He was a descendant of Caleb (Joshua 14:6-15). 

2. David requested hospitality from him. 
a. He was on the run from Saul. 
b. He and his men had assisted Nabal’s shepherds. 

3. Nabal curtly declined David’s request. 
a. His response was not one of polite refusal, but of contempt. 
b. David was insulted, and he prepared his men to fight.   

B. One of Nabal’s servants told Abigail what had happened. 
1. He asserted that David had told the truth. 

a. They had been very courteous to Nabal’s shepherds. 
b. They had helped them protect the flock. 

2. He asked Abigail to intervene. 
a. She was much more sensible than her husband. 
b. If she did not do something, many in the household would die. 
• Many people do not like confrontation, including myself.  Be that 

as it may, confrontation is often necessary.  If conflict is left 
unresolved, it often escalates until it is out of control.   
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II. A practical consultation. 

 
A. Abigail rode out to meet David. 

1. She agreed that Nabal was to blame. 
a. She noted her husband’s name was appropriate, because he had 

acted foolishly. 
b. She had not been able to talk to David’s servants, so she did not 

hear their side of things. 
• Loyalty to one’s husband is an admirable trait, but blind loyalty is 

never a good thing.  Love means being willing to admit when 
you’re wrong, and sometimes it also means admitting that 
someone you love is in the wrong.   

2. She appealed to David’s better nature. 
a. He had not taken revenge against Saul, even when he had the 

chance to do so. 
b. “Now let thine enemies… be as Nabal” – This was her way of 

assuring David that she was on his side. 
• Abigail took a great risk in confronting David.  She did not know if 

he would receive her words graciously, reject her, or even kill 
her.  Likewise, anyone who seeks to resolve conflict takes a risk.  
In some cases, both parties might turn on you! 

B. Unlike her husband, Abigail was very conciliatory.  
1. She brought David some food as a peace offering. 
2. She asked for David’s forgiveness. 

a. She wished him well in the future. 
b. She expressed confidence that the Lord had chosen him. 
• Like Abigail, you should always choose your words carefully 

when dealing with conflict. 
 

III. A peaceable declaration. 
 

A. He graciously accepted Abigail’s peace gestures. 
1. He praised her discernment. 

a. He promised not take vengeance. 
b. He noted that if Abigail had not come to see him, he would have 

killed every male in her household.   
2. He accepted her peace offering, and he sent her home.   

B. Abigail returned home and told Nabal what had happened. 
1. Nabal was having a party, and he was drunk. 

a. When Abigail told him what had happened, he collapsed, most 
likely from a stroke. 

b. Ten days later, he died. 
2. David took Abigail as his own wife.   

 
 
Conclusion: The Bible says, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men” (Romans 12:18).  Granted, it’s not always possible.  Sometimes you have 
to protect your home and your family, and some principles are not negotiable.  
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However, those are the exceptions and not the rule.  Let’s face it: most squabbles in the 
church and the home are quite petty.  Peace is a very fragile thing, and we must do 
what we can to preserve it.  Let us take the initiative to be peacemakers (Matthew 5:9). 
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