
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living by Faith: 
Women Who Trusted God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point: Pray with confidence; God hears. 

Introduction:  I remember the night I graduated from seminary.  For the first time in my 
life, I felt I was at a standstill.  When I finished high school, I knew I was going to 
college, and when I finished college, I knew I was going to seminary.  Now that I was 
finished with seminary, I didn’t really know what I was going to do.  I was reminded of a 
Hallmark poster I had seen some years earlier.  It showed a baby chicken that had just 
hatched from an egg, and the caption said, “Now what do I do?”  Two years passed 
before I was finally called to my first pastorate.  It was a trying and frustrating time for 
me, but it taught me the importance of waiting on God’s timing. 

Hannah, too, knew what it was like to wait on God.  For a long time, she prayed for God 
to give her a son, but God would not answer her prayers.  Nevertheless, she continued 
to pray in faith, and God eventually granted her request.     

I. Hannah’s problem. 
 
A. She was married to Elkanah. 

1. He was “of mount Ephraim”.  Other translations say “an Ephraimite”.   
a. According to 1 Chronicles, Elkanah was a Levite, but he probably 

lived in the region of Ephraim (1 Chr. 6:22-28; 33-38). 
b. He was likely a wealthy man. 

2. Elkanah had another wife named Peninnah.  
a. It was customary for a man to take a second wife if his first wife did 

not produce an heir (Genesis 16:1-4). 
b. The Bible doesn’t tell us how many children Peninnah had, but she 

evidently had several (v. 4).  
B. Elkanah was very kind to Hannah, but she was not able to have children. 

1. In those days it was a disgrace for a woman not to have children.  
2. Peninnah added insult to injury (vv. 6-7). 

C. God has not promised that life in this world will always be easy. 
1. Sometimes He allows our prayers to go unanswered. 
2. When your prayers are unanswered, the devil will tempt you to doubt 

God, and others may mock you. 
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II. Hannah’s prayer. 
 

A. While attending a feast in Shiloh, Hannah poured out her heart to God. 
1. Shiloh was where the tabernacle was located. 

a. Being a Levite, Elkanah was conscientious about attending the 
annual feasts as the law required. 

b. The Bible does not say which feast it was, but the use of the word 
“yearly” suggests it was Passover (Exodus 13:10). 

2. Hannah begged God to give her a son. 
a. She vowed to give him back to God for the rest of his life. 
b. “There shall no razor come upon his head” – Like Samson, he 

would be a Nazirite for his whole life.  
• We must be careful about trying to “bargain” with God.  Since 

He owns everything, we have nothing with which to bargain!  In 
Hannah’s case, it wasn’t so much a matter of negotiating as a 
way of showing God her prayer was sincere.  She wanted a son 
not for selfish reasons, but for God’s glory.     

B. Eli the priest heard her prayer. 
1. At first, he thought Hannah was drunk. 

a. He saw her lips moving, but her speech was likely unintelligible 
because of her sobbing. 

b. His rebuke seems harsh to us, but it was his duty to protect the 
tabernacle from defilement. 

2. When he realized she was in earnest, he gave her his blessing. 
a. He likely did this to make amends for his wrongful assumption. 
b. Hannah was obviously encouraged by his blessing. 

 
III. Hannah’s praise. 

 
A. God answered Hannah’s prayer and gave her a son. 

1. She named him “Samuel” which means “asked of God”. 
2. When he was old enough, she fulfilled her vow to God. 

a. She brought a generous offering.  It contained three times the usual 
amount of flour and wine (Numbers 30:6-8). 

b. She presented her son to Eli. 
B. She sang a song of praise to God. 

1. She thanked Him for answering her prayer. 
a. Her “enemies” (e.g., Peninnah) had been put to shame. 
b. She recognized that God alone deserved the glory. 

2. She was humbled by His graciousness to her. 
a. Her child was a miracle of God, so she had no reason to boast. 
b. She knew God was the source of all her blessings (James 1:17). 
c. In response to Hannah’s faithfulness, God blessed her with three 

more sons and two daughters.  It’s a trite statement, perhaps, but 
you truly cannot “out-give” God! (Luke 6:38) 

 
Conclusion:   When I lived in Missouri, I usually attended Founders’ Days at my alma 
mater, Mid-America Seminary.  One year I was talking to one of my former professors.  
He asked if I was still in Missouri, and I told him I was.  He said, “You’ve been at that 
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church quite a while, haven’t you?”  I told him yes, I had.  He replied, “Well, you waited 
a long time to get there!”  He was right.  I waited a long time for God to send me to a 
church, and when He did, I promised I would stay there as long as He wanted.  I stayed 
there eleven years, and I had a wonderful ministry. 

Peter Marshall used to say, “Sometimes God seems slow in moving, but when He 
starts, He really moves.”  I’ve found to be true in my own life many times.  Sometimes 
God takes a long time to answer prayers, but when He does, it’s always worth the wait.  
When He does answer, make sure you thank Him regularly, and show proper 
appreciation for what He has given you.  He has given us much more than we deserve, 
and He continues to bless us regularly.  Be grateful to our generous God!  
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