
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Living by Faith: 
Women Who Trusted God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point: The power of God that leads us to fear Him also leads us to trust Him. 

Introduction: Proverbs 1:1 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  
These days, people are offended at the whole idea of fearing God.  Many of them say 
we should love God rather than fear Him. Frankly, they’ve misunderstood what it means 
to fear God.  When I was little, I often avoided getting into trouble for fear of what my 
parents would do to me.  I knew they loved me, but I had a healthy fear of them.  To this 
day, I try to drive the speed limit because I fear getting a ticket.  I trust police officers to 
enforce the law, but I also know they will do their duty if they catch me speeding! 

In the same way, we should have a healthy fear of God, but this fear also leads us to 
trust Him. Rahab heard what God had done for the people of Israel, and that put a 
healthy fear into her. However, that fear caused her to become a follower of the true 
God. 

I. A puzzling deception. 
 
A. Joshua sent two spies into Jericho. 

1. They were to check out the strengths and weaknesses of the land, 
especially Jericho. 
a. Joshua probably had some bad memories of his own experience as 

a spy (Numbers 14:1-10). 
b. He did not yet know the city would be taken miraculously.   

2. Why did the spies stay in the home of a harlot? 
a. Her home was probably a tavern or an inn, and people came there 

for reasons other than prostitution. 
b. The spies likely hoped to overhear talk from the patrons which 

would give them some idea of the city’s strengths. 
B. When the king inquired about the spies, Rahab covered for them. 

1. Did God approve of Rahab lying to the king’s messengers? 
a. The Bible unequivocally condemns lying, but Rahab was still a 

pagan at this time. 
b. It was a life-or-death situation. 

• As Christians, we must be careful about making excuses for 
wrongdoing.  At the same time, we can’t deny that desperate 
situations often force people to bend the rules.  For instance, 
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Corrie Ten Boom hid Jews in her home during the Nazi 
occupation of Holland.  Her actions were deceptive and illegal, 
but under the circumstances, they were honorable. 

2. Though Rahab’s actions were questionable, her motives were pure. 
a. She had come to believe in the God of Israel. 
b. She knew these spies were representatives of the true God, and 

she wanted to protect them. 
 

II. A powerful declaration. 
 
A. Rahab knew how much her people feared the Israelites. 

1. They had heard about what God did for Israel. 
a. He had parted the Red Sea and delivered them from the Egyptians. 
b. He had given them victory over the kings of the Amorites. 

2. The city trembled in fear before Him.   
a. Ironically, the Israelites had initially refused to enter the Promised 

Land because they feared the Canaanites (Numbers 14:1-4).  Yet 
the Canaanites were even more fearful of them! 

b. Rahab had become a believer in the true God.   
B. She asked the spies to spare her and her family. 

1. She knew her only hope was in God’s mercy. 
a. She knew He was not only the God of Israel, but the God “in 

heaven above and in earth beneath”. 
b. Since she had showed kindness to the spies, she hoped their God 

would show her mercy. 
2. The spies promised to spare her on three conditions. 

a. She was not to tell anyone about the spies. 
b. She was to gather her family in her house when the Israelites came 

to Jericho. 
c. She was to keep a scarlet cord tied in her window, so everyone 

would know which house belonged to her. 
3. To this day, Rahab bears testimony to God’s grace. 

a. God showed mercy to her in spite of her paganism and immorality. 
b. She is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5). 

 
Conclusion:  Before I was called to my first pastorate, I worked in a department store.  
One day a woman came into our department with her little girl, who was about four 
years old.  It was a slow day, so while my co-worker waited on the mother, I made 
conversation with the little girl.  She was a bright and talkative child, and she enjoyed 
the attention.  As we talked, she told me she had recently been to the doctor.  I asked 
her if the doctor gave her a shot, and she replied, “No, he was a good doctor!” 

I had to laugh at her response, and I still do.  When I was her age, I hated going to the 
doctor, mostly because I feared getting shots.  I still don’t like going to the doctor, but 
now I fear he’ll fuss at me for not taking better care of myself!  Be that as it may, I know 
doctors do not give us shots or nag us about our health habits because they are mean 
or unkind.  They do it because they are looking out for us.  I have a healthy fear of my 
doctor, but I still trust him to take care of me when I am sick.  Likewise, we should have 
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a combination of fear and trust in God.  He chastises not because He’s cruel, but 
because He loves us (Hebrews 12:5-7).  We should have a healthy fear of Him, but his 
chastening reminds us that He loves us, and that we can trust Him to take care of us in 
times of need. 
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